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Preparing for Christmas





Read:  High Importance 











Thanksgiving is coming! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!





Actually, the Sunday after Thanksgiving is a “new year.” It is the start of Advent, the beginning of the church year, an ancient four week season in the Christian church that has disappeared from many homes and churches.





According to numerous sources, there are a growing number of Christian families that have become tired of a shopping/eating/party/gifting kind of “holiday season”, and are learning about and practicing Advent traditions that lead to a deeper, richer, more satisfying understanding of Christmas.





If you are a church-goer, you may see an Advent wreath lit for the first time on November 29th. Its purple or blue candles will remind you of the seriousness of your plight in a world longing for God to send the Messiah (Savior) promised to the Jews.





Spending time during Advent reading the Bible, attending church, giving alms to the less fortunate, prayer, fasting and singing hymns brings awareness to the mind of how poor we are without God. 





During Advent, we anticipate the coming of Christ (the light) into our dark world. Better still, we consider how God’s Spirit came to live in our naturally dark hearts. So we get excited about celebrating Jesus’ birth at Christmas, and we look forward to His second and final coming as He promised to return sometime in the future. 





There are countless websites with fantastic resources for you to use with your family if you are observing the season of Advent at home. Children love family traditions like leaving the manger without baby Jesus until Christmas, Advent wreaths, preparing gifts for the less fortunate, and taking turns reading from the Bible.





The best deals offered on Thanksgiving weekend cannot compete with a full heart. We were not created to feel satisfied by our possessions. We were created to be filled with the love of God. That kind of joy cannot be purchased at the mall.





Give God thanks! Happy Advent!




















Remember to consult all three television networks or their websites for weather delays or cancellations. 





Unfortunately, we live in a climate where weather can interrupt our services. Ice or snow can make traveling hazardous for transportation of children.





Below zero temperatures can compromise our over-worked heating system.





Water main breaks can shut off our water, causing us to close.





WTAE, WPXI and KDKA will report our closings or delays by text, broadcast or web. Look for MLUMC Weekday Ministries or Mt. Lebanon Weekday Ministries when you are checking.





Cibrone’s Fundraiser


Please help us to purchase some much needed play equipment and enjoy an easy dinner at the same time.





Large, fresh from the bakery rolls and great ingredients make Cibrone’s hoagies and pizza from Castle Shannon a great treat!





We will be taking orders through November 30th. The delivery date is December 8th after 3:00PM.





You can help us by taking the attached form to work or to your neighbors. All hoagies are packaged with vegetables on the side. Pizzas are oven-ready. Buy extras and freeze for later!





Plain 12” cheese pizzas:	$7.00 each





Italian Hoagies:			$8.00 each





Turkey Hoagies:			$8.00 each








God Says





The Lord is my strength and my shield;�    in him my heart trusts, and I am helped;�my heart exults,�    and with my song I give thanks to him.


Psalm 28:7 ESV





3319 W. Liberty Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15216  412-531-5790




































































Is Christianity about suffocating us in rules and regulation? Not at all says St. Paul.





It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. �Galatians 5:1-2

















Special Dates





The Infant Room has openings next summer. Call and reserve now!





There will be three openings for one-year-olds next spring, so if you know of anyone who wants to consider WDM, have them call soon.





Supertots and Tiny Tots are learning about the customs of Thanksgiving and how they relate to food and families. Also, that God gave us food.





Older Toddlers are learning manners, respect and kindness through their Thanksgiving theme and God Gave us Food. Community Helpers will also be included.





Preschool (daycare) is learning about the differences and likenesses between fruits and vegetables; traditions; Pilgrims and Native Americans.





Pre-K is preparing for their annual pageant! Each class has a different show time. If you can make it, you will see the children in costume singing their way through the story of the first Thanksgiving.











Super Easy Crockpot Turkey Breast





Combine one envelope dry onion soup mix with one can cranberry jelly. Spoon over a frozen boneless 3 lb. turkey breast (do not remove stockinette covering until done). Cook on low 8-9 hours. Slices great! Delicious sauce!





Please see our website. The Health Form and Parent Handbook are posted there. � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlumc.org" ��www.mlumc.org�.


November


11/3		CLOSED Election Day





11/26-27	CLOSED for Thanksgiving





11/29		Advent Season begins





11/30 		Cibrone hoagie/pizza orders 		due.





Classroom Highlights

















Children:	Cillian F.	11/2	  5 years


		Vanessa C.	11/6	  4 years


		Liam G.		11/19 	 3 years


		Fiona M. 	11/22    5 years


		Frankie C.  	11/24  	5 years


    		Lucas F.	11/27   5 years





Teachers:	Mrs. Brack	11/8


		Miss Carmela	11/15


		Miss Nancy	11/18





		


	


	


							


		


		





		


		


					

















		














		


		





	


			


	











Board Members 





We will be holding a meeting on Thursday, November 12th at 6:00 PM. Meet in the Welcome Center by the church office.





We are making plans for Christmas and discussing ideas to make WDM even better for families.





Please let Mettelise know if you would like to serve on our Weekday Ministries Board!





MLUMC Corner


Terrific Tuesdays has begun for the year! Come at 6:00PM for dinner, followed by activities for all ages including children’s choir, youth & adult groups. Pastor Tom is leading discussion on Adam Hamilton’s book and DVD titled Why – Making Sense of God’s Will.  There is no charge for the meal. The evening ends at 7:30PM. 





Sunday School has begun for everyone age 3 to adult. Classes meet at 9:30 am. Worship times are 8:30 and 10:45. You are invited to attend!





Important Reminders





1.  Everything must be labeled! 


2.  We must send children home with fever, diarrhea, unexplained rashes or vomiting.


3.  Tuition checks must be made out to MLUMC and are due by the 15th of the month. Automatic withdrawals are available from checking, savings or credit card accounts. See the director for an authorization form.


4.  We close at 6:00PM and will charge you late fees after that. 


5.  DO NOT open the door for strangers. Even friendly strangers have the potential to be dangerous. Call upstairs and let us check it out!


  























