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Our center has until July 1, 2015 to comply with new laws concerning child abuse reporting, but, we would rather be ahead of the curve when it comes to keeping our children safe!





All of our teachers have clean records, but we will now be required to renew our three clearances every 36 months. 





As center director, I was formerly permitted to be the designated reporter for all staff. But, now, every employee with a concern must make their own report to Child Line, who will do an investigation through county social services.





As a result of this new twist to the law, I am requiring all of my staff to take the 3 hour course developed by the University of Pittsburgh. I completed it before the Christmas break so that I would understand my role in reporting suspected cases of abuse or neglect.





I once reported a family for refusing to take their son for help with communication. He was about four years old and could not speak a single intelligible word. Other children took notice. He was ostracized socially. Could it have been a hearing problem? Was it speech delay? Were there medical needs? Why did his parents refuse to get him help?





Another time, I reported a child, age two, who knew too much about what happens in the bedroom, if you know what I mean. Way too much. And she shared quite a bit of information with everyone around her.





A third time, I reported a child who was constantly bruised around the face. His mother said it was due to the family Pit Bull rough housing with the boy. Mom had a late night job, often took naps while the three year old was with her in the home unsupervised, and she could not see how this situation could lead to horrible consequences.





Priests, ministers, teachers, pediatricians, nurses, EMT’s, teachers and camp counselors are among a long list now required to report suspicions of abuse or neglect. If you are a volunteer working with children, you are also required. To take the free course, go to  www.reportabusepa.pitt.edu.







































































    Remember To Check






































New Laws








Please see the new, improved website for up-to-date information. � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlumc.org" ��www.mlumc.org�.





January


	No planned closures





February


16	President’s Day:	closed




















Tax statements will be completed for your 2014 taxes by January 9. Check your child’s cubby for a sealed envelope with your information.





Check to make sure winter weather does not interfere with our operating hours.





Winter is finally here. Did you sign up with WPXI for text alerts? We will post delays or cancellations by 


5:30 am on WPXI, WTAE and KDKA. All three stations have websites that will list our postings. Look for MLUMC Weekday Ministries or Mt. Lebanon Weekday Ministries. (Do not confuse us with Mt. Lebanon Schools or Mt. Lebanon Extended Day!)





Double check your tuition payments. They are higher than 2014. 





Check the large yellow bulletin board in the stairwell for important messages.





Check the church website for information about Weekday Ministries. Several forms are available online for you to use, such as Child Health Reports for well-child check-ups. � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlumc.org" ��www.mlumc.org�. 











January 2015 








3319 W. Liberty Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15216  412-531-5790





Reminders for Parents
































































































































Winter Watch





We will post delays or cancellations on WPXI, WTAE and KDKA TV by 5:30am. Their websites will have us listed as Mt. Lebanon Weekday Ministries or MLUMC Weekday Ministries.





It’s not too late! Go to WPXI.com and sign up for text alerts.


Click Weather Alerts:Sign up for email/text alerts


Link: Sign up for School closings, severe weather text alerts


Under school closing alerts, enter zipcode 15216


Check box for Mt. Lebanon Weekday Ministries


Complete form.














1.  Payments are due by the 15th.


2.  Keep your kids home with fever, vomiting or diarrhea. This is mandated by the County Health Department.


3.  Please use permanent markers to label your child’s things.


4.  Wash your child’s hands before entering the room.


5.  Make sure we have a change of clothing for your child that is consistent with the weather.


6.  Do not let strangers into the building. Use your door code. If you do not have the code, you must report to the office entrance.


  























Children:	Evan B.	 	1/9	3 years


		Mirabel F.  	1/12	1 year


		Asher W.	1/19	4 years


		Silas W.		1/19	4 years


Teachers:	


							


		


		





		


		


					

















		














		


		





	


			


	














Special Dates
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The first available spot in the Infant Room is November. If you are newly pregnant, see Mettelise as soon as possible to reserve a spot!





Supertots and Tiny Tots are learning that God keeps us safe. They are also learning about winter through their senses.





Older Toddlers are also learning that God keeps us safe. P is for penguin. Penguins live in winter places. They are also exploring the winter world of snow.





Preschool is observing Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and learning that we are different yet we are also similar. God keeps us all safe and rules are good for all of us.





Holiday Closures 2015


2/17		President’s Day   





4/3-4/6	Good Friday/Easter 





5/25		Memorial Day 





7/3		Independence Day Weekend





9/7		Labor Day 





11/3		Election Day


11/26-27	Thanksgiving





12/24-1/1/16    Christmas/New Year’s











The Weekday


 Messenger








Happy Birthday To You!





Weekday Ministries


Child Care Center





Mettelise Ziegler, M.S. 


Director














Classroom Highlights
































Is Christianity about suffocating us in rules and regulation? Not at all says St. Paul.





It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. �Galatians 5:1-2





This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 1 John 3:16-18




































































God Says


















































