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CHRISTMAS DAY
Because of Christ’s coming into the world, we all are family! As the words of the apostle Paul affirm to us today, 
“Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family.” (Hebrews 2:11, NIV) 
  
)December 25, 2016									  10:45
			WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME …

Gathering Music
Hymn 251		Go, tell it on the mountain			     Go tell it on the mountain
Hymn 217 		Away in a manger					   Away in a manger

Call to Worship
Leader:  	Christ is born, give him glory!
People:   	Christ has come down from heaven, receive him!  Christ is now on earth; exalt him!
Leader:	O you earth, sing to the Lord!
People:	O you nations, praise him in joy, for he has been glorified!
					Traditional Byzantine Christmas Prayer

		… TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD …

Hymn 250		Once in royal David’s city					         Irby

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Opening Prayer (in unison)		
O God our Father, you have brought us again to the glad season
when we celebrate the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Grant that his Spirit may be born anew in our hearts this day
and that we may joyfully welcome him to reign over us.
Open our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus of old.
Open our lips that we, too, may sing with uplifted hearts.

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, goodwill toward all;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  				Book of Worship, 1944

… TO CELEBRATE THE FAMILY OF FAITH …

The Sign of Peace  Please pass the peace to your neighbors as a sign of reconciliation and love.
	Leader:	The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:	And also with you.

Gathering Song				    James Ritchie
	This, this is where children belong, 
	welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
	Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer and song: 
	This is where children belong.	               WORDS AND MUSIC: James Ritchie    ©1999 Abingdon Press

Message for Young Disciples 	        Rev. Thomas Q. Strandburg
(All children are invited. Please sing as children come forward. Kids’ Praise is not being held today.) 

Scripture Reading							 	        Sally Munro
	A Lesson from the Epistles
	Hebrews 2:10-18	 Christ our High Priest

Hymn 230		O little town of Bethlehem (stanza 3)				St. Louis
Hymn 240  		Hark! The herald angels sing				           Mendelssohn

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 	done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 	trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 	but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

… TO HEAR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED …

Scripture Reading							 	
	A Lesson from the Gospels
	John 1:1-14		In the beginning was the Word

Response
Leader:    The Word of the Lord.
People:    Thanks be to God.

Sermon			“We Are Family”		        Rev. Thomas Q. Strandburg

… TO OFFER OUR GIFTS AND TO DEDICATE OUR LIVES …

Offertory Anthem		Hallelu						Stephen Paulus
	Down in a valley, sing hallelu!  Mary had a baby, sing hallelu!
	What did she name Him; Named Him Jesus, hallelu!

Doxology Hymn 254 		We three kings (stanza 2)			Kings of Orient
Prayer of Dedication

… TO GO REJOICING IN GOD’S NAME!

Hymn 238			Angels we have heard on high				Gloria

Benediction

Join us next Sunday, January 1st, for a service at 10:45 only, in the Sanctuary. There will be no Sunday School or Kids’ Praise during the service

Today’s Services
Special music at 10:45 is provided by the Chancel Choir.

Greeters  Carolyn and Ron Dagg

In Sympathy  Condolences are offered to the family of church custodian Mike Staab, on the death of his mother Helen Staab, who passed away on Wednesday, December 21. The funeral took place on Saturday at St. Valentine Church in Bethel Park. Words of sympathy can be sent to Mike and the Staab family at: 1424 Dormont Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15216.

Holiday hours  The church office is closed and will reopen on Tuesday, December 27th at
 8:30 am. The office will also be closed on Friday, December 30th and Monday, January 2nd for the New Year’s holiday. 


Today’s Scriptures (The congregation may follow the readings with the Bibles in the pews.)
Hebrews 2:10-18, The New Testament, page 219
John 1:1-14, The New Testament, pages  91-92



Each year the W PA Conference and Eastern German Conference create daily Advent and Christmas devotionals for use in our homes and churches. We have chosen devotionals from each week.

Rev. Daniel P. Grimes, Pine City UMC, Knox PA

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.  (Matthew 1:21 New International Version)
We live in fear too often. Fear will keep us from doing what God wants us to do. It will consume us if we let it. Do you think Joseph was afraid to take Mary as his wife? Punishment would have been harsh, according to today’s standards. Possibly death, because it could have been considered adultery. Joseph was hesitant, then God reassured him. The words of God in Matthew 1:20 b-21: “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” reassured Joseph to take Mary as his wife.

What would our lives look like if Joseph had acted out of his fear and not listened to God’s reassurance? Would we celebrate Christmas the same way? Would Mary have been stoned for adultery? Or would God have protected her no matter what they situation was? I believe God would have protected her no matter what the situation, but Joseph would have missed out on being a part of raising the Son of God as He walked on the earth.  Ask yourself; how many times have I made a decision out of fear and not obedience? What have I missed out on by deciding that way? Joseph was picked by God for the task of being the earthly father of Jesus Christ. I believe God knew he could do it, but Joseph’s insecurity and fear just about caused him to miss out on the awesome job God had for him. What have we missed out on because we were afraid? Mary gave birth to salvation. It was in the name of Jesus Christ. For salvation to happen we all need to do our part and step out, without fear, and do the work and will of God.

Pastor Michael Kropff, Zschorlau
“To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host (Luke 2:11-13 NRSV)

Luke 2, the Christmas Story or the Story of Jesus’ Birth – a text we all know. Read and heard every year. It’s familiar and gives a homey feeling – the holy night, full of warmth and light, shelter in a stall, the Good News for the shepherds, songs of praise from the fields. A safe world. Just like when we were kids. But who is this child? The Savior and Redeemer, Christ, the Messiah, the Lord. Big words for such a small baby. Aren’t these all descriptions and titles which are actually for a entitled for a ruler? Titles which were used to address the Emperor Augustus? The Redeemer is not a sweet little baby, but a sovereignty. Messiah, in Greek Christ, is the title of an anointed king. Lord is the word which the Jews had already used in the Old Testament to address God our Lord. Not a sweet, loving Redeemer. Not a nice, homey, children’s experience. It deals with big politics, God Himself. How is this Savior, this Messiah, this Lord different. What are the symbols of His power? A crown? A sword? Scepter and imperial orb? NO! His symbols are diapers and a crib – a child. What rejection and blasphemy of kings and rulers, presidents and chancellors..... This Lord, this child, is different. The diapers a reminder of His cloak that would be divided under the cross. His wooden crib a reminder of the cross on which He would be nailed. This child in diapers and in a crib is the Savior, the anointed King, the Lord – this helpless and naked man on the cross.

Who are we hoping for? A poor, helpless child, a man on a cross? Or on the powerful, the chancellor or presidents? Where is help? In Washington? In Berlin? In the City of David! When is the day of salvation? Today! Not on election day, November 18th and not in autumn 2017. For today Jesus was born and today He wants to be born again in our hearts.
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Help Deliver Poinsettias

Spread the Christmas cheer. Take a name card or two from the table in
the Narthex and deliver a poinsettia to a shut-in. Plants may be picked
up any time after the Sunday 10:45 am Christmas Day service.

POINSETTIAS AND FOOD PANTRY MEMORIAL AND HONOR LIST

POINSETTIA DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Betty Lou Albright Rev. Dr. H. Pat Albright
Kathleen Amant Loved Ones
Carol Argiro Harold and Micki Heard
Arthur A. Babuscio Marilyn & Arthur Babuscio
John & Shirley Baker Gwendlyn Lammert
John & Shirley Baker Helen Manning
Jim & Cindy Biery Frances Waters Soroka, Claire Biery,
and Christine Biery McCullough
Jean G. Boyer Dale E. Boyer and H. Pat Albright
Ruth Dalzell My son, John Dalzell
Horace DeWald Sally
Bill & Judy Dunbar James C. Dunbar IIl
Ruthe M. Fleming My Beloved Husband, Bill
Donald & Donna Greer Elaine Saxon, Mother and Gertrude Greer, Mother

Edee Hutchinson My Parents Eleanor & Robert and Brother Rick
Edee Hutchinson My Aunts Kathryn Miller and Henrietta Hutchinson
and Uncle Frank Miller
Edee Hutchinson Special Friends--Virginia & Vern Starr, Vi Richardson,
Dottie Siebert, Margaret Ott and Marge Jellison
Dave & Cindy Jellison Jack and Margie Jellison
William & Kathryn Karns Our Parents
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DONOR
Donald & Donna Greer
Edee Hutchinson
Edee Hutchinson

Edee Hutchinson

Dave & Cindy Jellison
William & Kathryn Karns

Marda & John Katshir
Philip & Nancy Koch
Cindy Lammert
George Lindow
Dawn Lonsinger

Doris & Ford McBeth
Sara Mercer

Bob & Chris Murray
Linda Nixon
The Paine Family
Marsha and Brian Roche
Margaret M. Rodzwicz

Jon and Janice Rutter

Emily and Evan Shoff
Fred and Marianne Siersdorfer
The Slater Family
Arlene Stewart
Susan, Danny,
Steven and Douglas Tremblay
Samuel W. Vance
Lily Yuan

IN MEMORY OF

Elaine Saxon, Mother and Gertrude Greer, Mother
My Parents Eleanor & Robert and Brother Rick

My Aunts Kathryn Miller and Henrietta Hutchinson
and Uncle Frank Miller

Special Friends--Virginia & Vern Starr, Vi Richardson,
Dottie Siebert, Margaret Ott and Marge Jellison

Jack and Margie Jellison

Our Parents

Our Parents

Beloved Father, Sister and Brother

Gwen & Harry Lammert (Parents)

Dr. H. Pat Albright

My Husband Dick and My Son Rich

Our Parents and Grandparents--Fae & Archie McCormick
and Bernice & Paul McBeth

Magdalene P. Mercer, James R. Mercer, Magdalena V.
Page and Ellen P. Mercer

Mr. & Mrs. David Murray and Dr. & Mrs. B.F. Lear

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert B. Heinz and Clarence B. Nixon, Jr.
Dwight Ladd and Edna Mae Starr

Dorothy Lutes

Frany, Peter & Stella Rodzwicz and Philip & Ruth Maddox
Our Parents: Kenneth & Ruth Rutter and

Donald & Shirley Paterson

Gwen Lammert

Our Parents

Bruce K. Stewart--Loving Family Times
Dorothy Nesbit

Lucille A. Vance
Parents
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POINSETTIA DONOR IN HONOR OF
John & Bunny Knabb Our Grandchildren
George Lindow MLUMC Volunteers & Staff
Lillian L. Schultz Sandy & Joel, Holly & Ken, Christian and Andy

The Ward Family Martha & Darl Roberts, Ann Metzger
and Debbie & Gene Girman

John & Marilyn White Our Grandchildren: Brandon, Brooke, Drew,
Abbey, Lizzy and Rachel
Keith Douglas Will Loving Honor of my 3 Daughters--Patricia Lynn Will-Krause,

Barbara Lynn Will-Myer, and Deborah Lynn Will-Rambeau;
and my 2 granddaughters: Natalie Anne Myer and Eliza

Grace Myer
FOOD PANTRY DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Betty Lou Albright Rev. Dr. H. Pat Albright
Connie Allen Loved Ones
Kathleen Amant H. Pat Albright
The Amos Family  Harold Amos
Arthur A. Babuscio Marilyn & Arthur Babuscio
Jim & Cindy Biery John Wesley Biery and William Soroka
John & Donna College Johnathan College, Walter & Nellie Nicmeyer,
Melvin & Bernie Alster
Liz DiPietro & Paulette Colonna Paul & Mary Wosotowsky
Ron & Carolyn Dagg Our Parents
Bill & Judy Dunbar James C. Dunbar Il
Tommilea & Dave Giegel Martha Hudson and Kay & Clyde Giegel
Joyce E. Gorman Ruth & Walter Genge--My Parents
Donald & Donna Greer Gertrude Greer, Mother

Kay Heberling Wade Heberling

Edee Hutchinson My Grandparents-George & Ora Miller
and Frank & Hazel Hutchinson

Chuck Hutchinson Loved Ones

Bob & Chris James Lucille Vance and Elaine Babcock
Yvonne Keafer Gwen Lammert
John & Bunny Knabb Our Parents
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FOOD PANTRY DONOR
Phillip & Nancy Koch
Joyce E. Magill
Martha Matthews
Kay McAninch
Stuart & Bonnie McMinn

Sara Mercer

Ruth A. Miller
Rick & Linda Minnotte
Bob & Chris Murray
Pete, Beth & Trevor Santore
Ken & Holly Schultz

Lillian L. Schultz

Gale Seymour
Peg Smith
Rob & Jane Spicher

Arlene Stewart
The Touscany Family
Rich, Kathy & Tremblay Family
Keith Douglass Will

Cheryl Lynne Will-Graunke
& Cynthia Eve Will-Argyle

Lily Yuan

IN MEMORY OF

Ivan & Mildred Koch

J.H. Magill

Loved Ones

Loved Ones

Homer & Nellie McMinn

Magdalene P. Mercer, James R. Mercer,
Magdalena V. Page and Ellen P. Mercer

Loved Ones

Our Parents

Mr. & Mrs. David Murray & Dr. & Mrs. B.F. Murray
McKendry and Santore Loved Ones

George K. Schultz, Carol J. Nigon and John F. Nigon
George K. Schultz; George's Parents, Joel's Parents,
Holly's Parents and My Parents

Harry & Mary Jane Seymour

My Husband and Parents

Howard & Marie Spicher
and Richard & Bonnie Greene

Arthur U. Stewart--Loving Husband & Father

John Touscany and H. Pat Albright

Dan & Dorothy Nesbit and Harold & Lois Tremblay
Loving Memory of Our Parents: Mr. and Mrs.
Ralph D. Will

Parents
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FOOD PANTRY DONOR
Betty Lou Albright
Betty Lou Albright
Betty Lou Albright

Mary Birks
Ed & Martha Clarke
John & Donna College
Paulette Colonna
Bob & Bev Festor
Ruthe M. Fleming
Frances Graham
Kay Heberling
JoAnn Kaminski
Monica Kao
William & Kathryn Karns
Robert & Julie Kmick
Nancy & Jim Lutz
Karen & Don Shaffer
Jane Spicher
Rob Spicher

Peg Stouffer

Jim & Beverly Weber
John & Marilyn White

IN HONOR OF

Rev. & Mrs. Thomas Strandburg

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. David Watson

Bishop & Mrs. George Bashore

My Children and Grandchildren

Our Three Sons

Shannon College

Liz Dipietro for her caring work with our Food Pantry
Our 3 Children (and 2 Spouses) and 5 Grandchildren
My Six granddaughters and Five Great-Grandchildren
Volunteers/Food Pantry

Donna J. Heberling

My Family

MLUMC Volunteers

Aunt Helen Jacob

Our Grandsons

The Baily and Dale Families

Family and Friends

Rob Spicher

Jane Spicher

Rev. Tom Strandburg & Family. All on the MLUMC Staff
and Every Volunteer Who Makes our Church Special
Our Parents

Family and Friends
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Sharing the Love of Christ
3319 W. Liberty Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15216 412-531-7131 mlumc.org
Reverend Thomas Q. Strandburg, Pastor  tstrandburg@mlumc.org
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