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Book/DVD Terrific Tuesday Study 
with Pastor Tom Strandburg

The 
Prodigal 

God

February 13, 20 & 27 
March 6, 13 & 20
6 pm      Dinner for the whole family
6:45 pm  Adult discussion begins

In six captivating 
DVD video sessions, 
pastor and New 
York Times bestselling 
author Timothy 
Keller opens our eyes 
to the powerful message of Jesus' best-known 
- and least understood - parable. The Prodigal 
God is a revelation of the very heart of the 
gospel: God's radical love for sinners of 
every kind.

Join us on the following Terrific Tuesdays 
for this Lenten Study:

Bible Study 
with Bishop George Bashore

are invited to experience the ministry of 
Messiah, the suffering, death and 
resurrection of Messiah, and the Messiah's 
exaltation and eternal reign through the 
inspired music of Handel's astounding work 
and the Scriptural foundations. 

For six Wednesdays beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, February 14th through March 
21st at 9:30 am we will listen to the moving 
music and study the life-transforming 
texts.  Classes will be held in Wesley Hall 
under the leadership of Bishop George 
Bashore. Everyone is invited to attend 
individual or all studies.

Handel's 
"Messiah"

Advent celebrated the 
promise of Messiah and the 
coming of Messiah through 
Handel's oratorio,"Messiah" 
and the Scripture's drama. 
During Lent members and 
friends of Mt. Lebanon 
United Methodist Church 

February 14   Ash Wednesday Services

7 pm      Sanner Chapel, Communion service, 
     imposition of ashes 

6:30-9:30 am   Sanctuary at your convenience, 
     silent Communion, ashes available
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From Pastor Tom Strandburg
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A Revolutionary Faith
When Jesus of Nazareth died the horrible death of crucifixion at the hands of the Roman army, nobody thought 
him a hero. His movement was over. Nothing had changed. This was the sort of thing that Rome did best. 
Caesar was on his throne. Death, as usual, had the last word. Except that in this case it didn’t. As Jesus’ 
followers looked back on that day, they came up with the shocking, scandalous, nonsensical claim that his 
death had launched a revolution. That by 6:00 p.m. on that dark Friday the world was a different place. They 
believed that with this event the one true God had suddenly and dramatically put into operation his plan for 
the rescue of the world. They saw it as the day the revolution began. 
           Anglican Bishop N.T. Wright, The Day the Revolution Began

Have you ever noticed that when you are “around something” long enough, you kind of get used to it, even take it 
for granted? As we move into the beginning of the season of Lent, I am concerned that the same thing can happen 
with our faith. We’ve become so accustomed to our Christianity, and to our church, that both of them have receded 
into the backdrop of our lives.  We like to know that they are nearby, but they no longer have the influence upon us 
that they once did.

Leading Bible scholar, Anglican bishop, and bestselling author N.T. Wright argues that the church has lost touch 
with the “revolutionary” nature of the cross. Most Christians have been taught a reduced message that the death of 
Jesus was all about “God saving me from my ‘sin’ so that I could ‘go to heaven.’” According to Wright, this version 
misconstrues why Jesus had to die, the nature of our sins, and what our mission is in the world today. I agree with 
his notion that ‘heaven’ is not simply a place where believers go in the future. In the Gospel, we see God’s primary 
movement in heaven coming down to earth, redeeming the world, beginning right now. Christianity’s central story 
tells how this revolution began on a Friday afternoon two thousand years ago and continues now through the church’s 
work today. 

Perhaps you’ve already noticed the interesting correlation that is about to occur between the liturgical and secular 
calendars this year? The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14th, a date already observed by 
many as “Valentine’s Day.” Isn’t it interesting that on a day that is traditionally devoted to the celebration of love, 
we will begin a season of remembrance of the greatest love of all? The season of Lent ends with the first light of 
Easter Sunday, April 1st, also known by many around the world as “April Fool’s Day.” I can almost hear the voice 
of the angel say, at the entrance to the empty tomb – You’ve come here to find the body of one who was dead. April 
fool! He is alive! During this Lenten season, may all of the days between Valentine’s Day and April Fool’s Day 
remind us of our own revolutionary faith, and invite us again to join in Christ’s work of redeeming the world.   

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Tom

The Window 
is published quarterly 
by Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church
3319 W. Liberty Avenue,  Pittsburgh, PA 15216
412-531-7131   www.mlumc.org

Monica Kao Communications Coordinator



United Methodist 
Women Events

March UMW Meeting

Lenten Call to Prayer and Self Denial
Thurs. March 8    11 am   Wesley Hall
Join the UMW on Thursday, March 8 at 11 am in Wesley 
Hall for our monthly meeting and annual call to Prayer 
and Self-Denial. 

This year, our theme is “Learning for a Lifetime: 
Developing Leaders.” At the meeting, we’ll reflect on the 
gospel of Christ, pray together and make an offering to 
mission with women, children and youth in response to 
God’s love and grace. 

After the program, please plan to stay for a light lunch. 
Cost for the lunch is $6. Make your reservation by calling 
the church office at 412.531.7131. Drop-ins are welcome, 
too! 

Asbury Bake Sale

Friday, March 9     Asbury Heights 
It's time for the annual Asbury Bake Sale and we need 
your delicious contributions. Asbury’s residents look 
forward to these sweet treats, so please consider 
donating homemade cake slices, cookies, cupcakes, sweet 
rolls, tarts, fudge and other baked goods.
	
Donations should be packaged in small amounts (for 1 
or 2 people) and labeled, paying special attention to 
ingredients that might cause allergies, such as eggs, nuts, 
peanut butter and chocolate — or if they’re specially 
made, such as “gluten-free” or “diabetic-friendly,” etc.

Baked goods can be dropped off in our church’s Asbury 
kitchen on Thursday, March 8 or Friday morning
March 9, directly at Asbury Heights on Bower Hill Road. 

SAVE  THE

DATE Spring Fundraiser
Mark your calendars now for our upcoming UMW 
Spring fundraiser on Saturday, April 28 from 10 am to 
noon. We’ve got something new in store! Look for more 
details in upcoming church bulletins.
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Sunday, February 25
after the 10:45 service

Asbury Center

Two kinds of soup will be offered, including a 
vegetarian option. We’ll also serve a crisp salad, drinks 
and dessert – plus PB&J and chips for the children. 
This is a great opportunity to socialize with other 
members of your church family. 
	 

All are invited to join the 
UMW for a relaxing and 
fun soup & salad lunch.

April UMW Meeting

Empowerment Pad Project
Thurs. April 12   11 am  Asbury Center

Join our leader Bonnie Lawson for a hands-on project 
making hygiene kits that will benefit young women in 
Zimbabwe as part of the Empowerment Pad Project.	

If you’d like to make a donation, Bonnie will happily 
accept any size and brand of bar soap, as well as new 
washcloths (any color). 

Please bring a brown-bag lunch and we’ll dine together 
after we finish making the kits. Women of all ages are 
welcome — and encouraged — to attend this informal   
and fun event. 



4  Lent/Easter 2018

Saturday, March 24  10 am - Noon

Children and Mom and Dad will rotate 
among several stations including egg 
dying, crafts, Easter egg hunt and 
games. A light lunch will be served from 
11:30 to noon. 

Come to the church for the annual Easter EGGstravaganza, March 24 from 
10 am to noon. It's a family-friendly event geared especially to children 
from preschool through elementary school age. It's free of charge to 
everyone in the community. Invite your friends and neighbors.

(krhoton@mlumc.org) or watch for a 
sign-up sheet in the bulletin to help.

Can’t be there the day of the 
event? Consider donating small 
individually wrapped candies. 
The Koinonia Circle will place 
the candies into plastic eggs to 
be used for the EGGstravaganza. 
egg hunt. Candy can be 
dropped off in the church office 
or in the box outside Kim 
Rhoton’s office no later than 
March 18.  Thank you!

Volunteer to help make this year's 
EGGstravanganza a success!	We need 
adult and teen help with food donations, 
rotation helpers, station leaders, set up 
Friday and Saturday, kitchen crew, and 
clean up.  Contact Kim Rhoton 

Throughout Lent the Children’s 
Choir will be collecting change (and 
bills!) in their yearly drive to benefit 
the La Croix New Testament 
Mission in Haiti.  The La Croix 
Mission provides a school system 
that educates 3500 students from 7 
villages from preschool through 12th 
grade.  Sponsorship for one child is 
$240 annually, and includes 
education, school supplies, breakfast 
and lunch daily, and a uniform. 

You can donate by putting cash or 
checks in the small bottle each 
children’s choir member will carry 
throughout Lent, in the large 
collection jar in the Narthex, or 
during our “noisy” offering on 
February 25 when we host the 
children’s choirs from Westminster 
Presbyterian and Southminster 
Presbyterian.  This money collected 
by all three choirs will be combined 
and sent to La Croix Mission.  With 
your help, this yearly ecumenical 
mission project can teach us that 
even little children can make a big 
difference in the world! 

For more information about
La Croix please go to 
https://www.facebook.com/Lacroix--
Haiti-New-Testament-Mission-13624-
3273644/.

Children's Choir 
Collecting Pocket 
Change for Haiti

A Noisy Offering
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Weekday Ministries
    by Mettelise Ziegler, WDM Director

The MLUMC congregation has enjoyed a long history of 
making music that carries over to the daycare and Pre-
Kindergarten programs. Music enriches the children in 
many ways.

Bernice Merchant did not retire from teaching when she 
retired from the nursery school in 2006. Her weekly music 
classes have continued to enhance brain development and 
music appreciation for the past 12 years. Even our infants are 
included. Like the toddlers pictured, they are entranced by 
rhythm and sound as they tune into Mrs. Merchant’s 
puppets, songs and instruments. They wave flags and paper 
plates, ring bells and move to the beat!

Not long ago, Corey DeLuca, also a church member, taught 
a series of lessons on opera and plans to do so again. She 
brought authentic costumes from the Pittsburgh Opera 
Company for the children to wear. The students wrote their 
own compositions as they learned about this fine art form. 
They listened to music they had not been exposed to before 
and they loved it!

In December, a brass quartet from Carnegie- Mellon 
University performed Christmas numbers for our 
preschool-age children. The children were excellent 
audience members who truly valued the experience.

On April 29th, we look forward to the families of 
Weekday Ministries worshipping with the members of the 
congregation. We will be attending the 10:45 am service. 
The children will be singing as a choir led by Mrs. 
Merchant. Do not miss this delightful time of making 
music together to the glory of the Lord!

Making Music Together

For approximately eight years Mt. Lebanon United 
Methodist Church has been participating in the Family 
Promise program. That means dozens of temporarily 
homeless families - children, mothers and fathers - have 
found safety, sustenance and a warm welcome during a 
short stay in our church. Amidst the bustle of finding 
volunteers, preparing meals and transporting families, we 
should not forget our participation's impact on the families. 

Recently, Family Promise of Southwestern Pennsylvania's 
Executive Director, Laura Vincenti, expressed these 
sentiments in a communication to program donors. Here 
are some excerpts from her letter:

 Alexis and her family, 1 year old Kwami and 9 
month old Catalya, moved into their new home 
right before Christmas. On her last day at Family 
Promise, Alexis left a card on with this note:

Thank You!!  Thank you for helping me 
take control of my life to create a better, 
stable life for my children and I. You all 
have truly been a blessing to me and I 
appreciate the help, the ear, and the 
patience!  You’ve given us a home, food 
and clothing and because of people like 
you, people like me have a CHANCE!  I 
appreciate you and Thank You!

Alexis is right…it’s because of people like YOU 
that families like hers, who have lived the 
devastation of losing their home and having 
nowhere to go, have a chance. The chance for 
their children to be sheltered and secure; the 
chance to work with strong case managers that 
will help them find a safe, affordable place for 
their family to live and will help them get back 
on their feet; the chance to be in the compassionate 
care of volunteers who, through the Family 
Promise network of congregations, open their 
hearts to families who are facing what may be 
the worst crisis of their lives.
    

Because of People Like YOU

Ms. Vincenti signs off her letter in this way, " Thanks for 
all you do to help give a family experiencing homelessness 
a chance at a new beginning." 

Family Promise families are staying at MLUMC during the 
week of Feb. 4 and other times through out the year. For more 
information, contact Mike Naragon at 
naragonm@winchesterthurston.org
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The Nyadire Connection (TNC) is a Pittsburgh faith-
based organization of volunteers who are engaged in a 
partnership with the people of Nyadire, Zimbabwe. 
Volunteers from Mt Lebanon United Methodist Church 
are active participants in TNC, supporting education, 
shelter and food for children. Our church sponsors a 
project to make hygiene kits for young women in 
Zimbabwe ( see page 3, The Empowerment Pad Project) 
as well as contributing to the over-arching goal of TNC - 
to help support The Nyadire United Methodist Mission. 

The Nyadire United Methodist Mission includes a large 
hospital, school system, college for nurses and teachers, 
orphanage and farm. TNC has partnered with residents 
to rebuild rural health clinics and just last month the 
renovated Dendera clinic in Zimbabwe was dedicated.  

The January dedication of a rural health clinic in Dendera, 
renovated with the support of The Nyadire Connection. 

Though no member of TNC was present at the 
dedication, in correspondence The Nyadire Connection 
rejoiced in the opening of the clinic, "We celebrate with 
you as we witness the miracles that can be accomplished 
through the connections of the United Methodist Church."

A Service of Prayer 
for Christian Unity

March 18   4 PM  MLUMC Sanctuary

Your Right Hand, O Lord, 
Glorious in Power  (Exodus 15:6)

Join us in our sanctuary for a special Service of Prayer 
for Christian Unity on Sunday, March 18th at 4 pm. 
We are once again grateful for the support of our co-
sponsors for this event – St. Bernard’s Roman Catholic 
Parish. Music for the service will be a cooperative 
effort between our two music departments. You won’t 
want to miss it!

The theme for the service will be 
"Your Right Hand, O Lord, 
Glorious in Power.” (Exodus 15:6) 
Today Caribbean Christians of 
many different traditions see the 
hand of God active in the ending 
of enslavement. It is a uniting 
experience of the saving action of 
God which brings freedom. For 
this reason the choice of the song 
of Moses and Miriam (Ex 15: 1-21), 
as the motif of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2018 
was considered a most appropriate one. It is a song of 
triumph over oppression. Like the Israelites, the people of 
the Caribbean have a song of victory and freedom to sing 
and it is a song which unites them.

However, contemporary challenges again threaten to enslave 
and again threaten the dignity of the human person created 
in the image and likeness of God. While human dignity is 
inalienable it is often obscured by both personal sin and 
social structures of sin. In our fallen world societal 
relationships too often lack the justice and compassion that 
honor human dignity. Poverty, violence, injustice, addiction 
to drugs and pornography, and the pain, grief and anguish 
which follow, are experiences that distort human dignity.

The right hand of God that brought the people out of 
slavery, gave continued hope and courage to the Israelites, 
as it continues to bring hope to the Christians of the 
Caribbean. They are not victims of circumstance. In 
witnessing to this common hope the churches are working 
together to minister to all peoples of the region, but 
particularly the most vulnerable and neglected. In the words 
of the hymn, “the right hand of God is planting in our land, 
planting seeds of freedom, hope and love.”
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What is Connectional 
Apportionment?

Many Branches, One Vine: 
Our Shared Ministry

It began with twelve. In the early days of his ministry, Jesus invited twelve individuals to join him on his journey. 
Calling upon people from various locations, trades, and socio-economic statuses, Jesus set out to bear witness to God’s 
mercy, grace, and love. Walking and working together, Jesus and the Disciples had a common vision: the transformation 
of the world.

Many years later, and with a heart strangely warmed, John Wesley shared this desire. Throughout the early days of his 
ministry, Wesley encouraged fellowship, discipline, and an acute sense of accountability to oneself and one’s community.
 
Taking his ministry outside of the church walls, and empowering individuals to share the gracious gift of God’s power 
and love with one another, Methodism was born out of Wesley’s belief that God’s grace is “free in all, and free for all.” 
With the Great Commission, Jesus set into motion the act of disciples making disciples. Following Jesus’ example, John 
Wesley understood that even when leading different lives, and heading in different directions, a common vision could 
be shared, sacrificed for, celebrated, and achieved.

It is this common vision that unites our local congregations as a conference. Working together and combining a portion of 
our resources allows the conference staff to provide leadership, connection, and assistance to local churches in our efforts 
to make our vision bear fruit. The Council on Finance and Administration, Connectional Leadership Table, Director of 
Connectional Ministries, the Conference Treasurer, and the WPA UMC staff have been intentional in identifying areas of 
our budget that, through careful pruning, will allow for the greatest growth and spiritual nourishment.

The discernment process that has been undertaken by these groups will help to ensure that the apportionment dollars 
invested in our conference will seed, feed, and help tend the following five areas of focus:

k Developing principled Christian leaders for the church and the world;

k Creating new places for new people by starting new congregations and renewing existing ones;

k Engaging in ministry with the poor;

k Improving health globally, and;

k Dismantling racism.

A full description of the 2018 Connectional Apportionment Budget can be found on the Conference website 
(www.wpaumc.org) at https://www.wpaumc.org/narrativebudget.

It is our hope that this narrative budget helps highlight the tremendous work of our local churches and conference, as well as illustrate 
the mission and vision behind the $9.7 million connectional budget for 2018. In future editions of The Window, we will present each 
section of this budget in detail. Together with Christ, we can continue a vision started so many years ago!
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Shepherding
A Lay Ministry Outreach to our Congregation

Church Membership Information Class  

Considering membership in Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church? Want to learn more about our church? The 
church is scheduling an informative class for prospective new members on Saturday, February 24, from 10 am to 
noon, in the Welcome Center. If you would like to participate, call the office at 412-531-7131 or email 
churchsecretary@mlumc.org 

Do you remember being a new member of this or another church? It's not always easy. The folks in that small 
group all know and enjoy each other's company. They don't seem to be looking for new friends. How does 
one get to a Sunday school room, kitchen or bathroom and what is a UMW?  Perhaps new visitors or 
members of our church could use the support of a shepherd. 

The new Shepherding program at our church is just that - support for new members. The Shepherding 
ministry is made up of a team of volunteer church members who assist new and prospective members in 
becoming oriented to the MLUMC services, classes, activities and facilities. It's pastoral care, not from the 
pastor, but from lay persons. The goal of the program is to have new members experience a positive and 
fulfilling church life experience. A Shepherd can do this by making a new member aware of the variety of 
opportunities that are available, then connecting the new member with the people and activities that match 
the new member's interests. 

Who can be a Shepherd? Anyone can volunteer, but the ministry may be of particular interest to those whose 
spiritual gifts include encouraging, ministering and showing hospitality. The Shepherding ministry allows 
church members to use their spiritual gifts to be the hands of Jesus Christ for others. 

If Shepherding interests you, contact either co-chair of this new ministry: Jane Spicher at 
janetalmage@yahoo.com or Laura Shoff at ljshoff@verizon.net. 
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2018 Easter Memorials 
Purchase* flowers or make a donation to the Food Pantry in honor or memory of friends or loved ones.

The flowers will be on display in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, 
April 1, and may be picked up after the 10:45 service or any time 
after Easter. Brighten someone's day - deliver your flowers to a 
shut-in or ask the church to deliver. 

*Due to a fluctuating flower market, prices may change. Check 
weekly bulletin for price update.

2018 EASTER MEMORIALS     ORDER DEADLINE - March 18
Make check payable to MLUMC. Mark the memo line "Easter Flowers" or "Food Pantry"

Food Pantry Donation  $_______ 

Flower Selection (color cannot be guaranteed)

*Total Flower Amount $_________ 

Given in (circle) "memory" or "honor" of (please print): __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________-

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donor Name (Please Print) ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________  

{  I will pick up flowers                        {  I will deliver to a shut-in                 {  Deliver to a shut-in

_____ Lilies (1 stem)  @ $8.50  =  ______  
_____ Tulips (5 plants) @ $7.50  =  ______  
_____ Mums   @ $9.50  =  ______

_____ Hyacinths (3 plants) @ $7.50 =  ______
_____ Begonias (6" pot) @ $10.50 = ______ 
_____ Pansy Basket   @ $10.50 = ______

Community Lenten Fish Fries
Friday, March 2 and Good Friday, March 30     4-7 pm    Asbury Center

Be a part of a western PA 
tradition - the Lenten Fish Fry. 
Church friends, neighbors and 
community members are invited 
to two fish fries at MLUMC this 
lenten season - Friday, March 2 
and Good Friday, March 30, 
from 4-7 pm at Asbury Center. 
The fish fries are free and open 
to all, with free will offering 

The menu includes fried and baked fish, mac & cheese, 
cole slaw, fries and an assortment of desserts provided 
by the Food Lift. Take-out is available. On Good Friday 
an open table Communion will be offered.

Join us for good food and fellowship, and consider 
lending a helping hand. Volunteers are needed. The fish 
fries are projects of the Community Events and Outreach 
Committee.

Looking for more fish fries? Our friends down the street at 
Bethany Lutheran Church have their fish fries on the three 
Fridays in March between MLUMC's events.   

donations gratefully accepted. After paying expenses, 
proceeds benefit the Food Pantry.
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Lent, Holy Week and Easter Services and Events  
Wed. Feb. 14  Ash Wednesday - 6:30-9:30 am - Sanctuary 
at your convenience, Communion and ashes available;
7 pm Sanner Chapel, Communion service with ashes.

Fri. March 2  Fish Fry - 4 pm Asbury Ctr.

Sun. March 4  Will Todd's Jazz Missa Brevis - 10:45 
service, Chancel Choir and congregation accompanied 
by saxophone, trumpets, guitar, piano and drums. 

Sun. March 18  Service of Prayer for Christian Unity, 
with St. Bernard's parish - 4 pm  MLUMC Sanctuary.

Sat. March 24  EGGstravaganza 10 am  Asbury Ctr.

Sun. March 25  Palm Sunday - 8:30 Sanner and 10:45 am 
Sanctuary services.

Thurs. March 29  Tenebrae Service with Holy Communion - 
7:30 pm Sanctuary.

Fri. March 30  Good Friday Community Worship - 12 pm 
Sanctuary; Fish Fry - 4 pm Asbury Ctr.

Sun. April 1  Easter Sunday - 8:30 and 10:45 am services 
with Chancel Choir in Sanctuary; 10:45 service, Chancel 
Choir and congregation accompanied by brass quintet 
and timpani.



Christ is Risen
8:30 and 10:45 am Worship 

in the Sanctuary

1
EASTER 

SUNDAY
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Lenten / Holy Week Lectionary Readings

March 11 4th Sunday of Lent
   Numbers 21:4-9
   Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (UMH 830)
   Ephesians 2:1-10
   John 3:14-21

February 25 2nd Sunday of Lent
   Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
   Psalm 22:23-31 (UMH 752)
   Romans 4:13-25
   Mark 8:31-38

March 18 5th Sunday of Lent
   Jeremiah 31:31-34
   Psalm 51:1-12 (UMH 785)
   Hebrews 5:5-10
   John 12:20-33

March 4 3rd Sunday of Lent
   Exodus 20:1-17
   Psalm 19 (UMH 750)
   1 Corinthians 1:18-25
   John 2:13-22

March 25 Passion/Palm Sunday
   Liturgy of the Palms
   Mark 11:1-11
   Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839)
   Liturgy of the Passion

March 29 Holy Thursday
   Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14
   Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (UMH 837)
   1 Corinthians 11:23-26
   John 13:1-17, 31b-35

March 30 Good Friday
   Isaiah 52:13-53:12
   Psalm 22 (UMH 752)
   Hebrews 10:16-25
   John 18:1-19:42

February 18 1st Sunday of Lent
   Genesis 9:8-17
   Psalm 25:1-10 (UMH 756)
   1 Peter 3:18-22
   Mark 1:9-15

April 1 Easter Sunday
   Acts 10:34-43
   Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839)
   1 Corinthians 15:1-11
   John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.          
                                                                                         John 13:34-35


