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December 2018 





Christmas on a Diet





December Notes 








Parents will be receiving their children’s semi-annual evaluations this month. Please take time to sign up for a conference, if you would like to speak to the teacher.  Our evaluations are straight from the Pennsylvania Early Learning Standards. We work hard to fulfill our obligation to align our center with these important benchmarks.





Children’s Christmas Lunch will be served on Thursday, December 20th. A wholesome combination of whole grain pasta and chicken will comprise the main dish. There will be sides of fruit and “Happy Birthday Jesus” cake for dessert. There is no cost to you. If you prefer, you may send in your child’s lunch.





For years, our Weekday Board has made it easy for parents to include all the teachers in one gift, if they so desire. It is certainly not required. Simply make out a check to Carrie Simpson or slip some cash into the envelopes on the classroom doors. The money will be divided among the teaching staff and given to them before the Christmas holiday. Deadline is Wednesday, 12/12.





We need you to judge our Ugly Sweater Contest on the 13th. Photos of the participating teachers will be displayed in the hallway upstairs by the fish tank. Please take a moment to vote for your favorite ugly teacher, I mean sweater. (























Feel like you cannot do enough, buy enough or celebrate enough? Perhaps it is time to make Christmas better by putting it on an Advent diet.





Here are some meaningful ways to enjoy the entire month without exploding your wallet and leaving you flat broke financially and spiritually.





Traditionally, in western churches, Advent starts four weeks before Christmas. This year, it begins Sunday, December 2nd and ends on Christmas Eve, December 24th. Making the Advent season different from Christmas can make Christmas Day more meaningful.





Use an Advent calendar. Open a door each day. Chocolate Santas are cute, but to make it meaningful, find a calendar with Scripture passages to read.


Make an Advent wreath. Each week has its own candle. Read a Bible verse. Say a prayer as a family. 


Have a family collection jar. Drop in coins or dollars each day. Take the contents to your local red kettle (Salvation Army) and allow children to put the money in it.


Make homemade gifts for neighbors, friends and relatives. Ever heard of Pinterest?


Take an angel from a mall or church tree. Include your children in the purchase of the item listed for someone less fortunate.


Be a Secret Santa. Do a good dead for someone who needs help, food, or a treat. Leave it in secret! Pray for them.


Cut your own Christmas tree as a family.


Decorate with branches and greens from your yard.


Borrow meaningful DVD’s from the library.


Fix casseroles ahead of time and freeze them so there is more time to enjoy each other!





 








Please see our website. The Health Form and Parent Handbook are posted there. � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlumc.org" ��www.mlumc.org�.


December


5th             Zoo’s for Two’s (Older Toddler)


                  Furry Friends (Pre-K)


11th 	      Chapel (Pre-K)


11th 	      PJ Day (Supertots)


12th            Teacher contributions due 


14th	      Staff Christmas Lunch


19th  	      PJ Day (Jr. Pre-K)


20th 	      Children’s Christmas Lunch





We are closed Christmas week through New Year’s Day. See you on January 2nd!





3319 W. Liberty Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15216  412-531-5790




































































Is Christianity about suffocating us in rules and regulation? Not at all says St. Paul.





It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. �Galatians 5:1-2

















The Infant Room is completely full through 2019! They are planning special gifts for moms and dads this month. They welcome Everett and Austin to their room!





Supertots are planning PJ Day on the 11th as they celebrate Baby Jesus and Hanukkah. They are making several holiday art projects and special gifts for mommies and daddies.





The Tiny Tots are in the Christmas spirit. Not only are they making things with their own little elfen hands, but they are “studying” winter weather.





Older Toddlers add the theme of “giving” to the Christmas lessons about family, Jesus and changing weather. On Wednesday, the 5th, they will enjoy a Pittsburgh Zoo program called “Zoo’s for Two’s.” 





Did you know Jr. Pre-K participates in Science? This month they’re discovering pine needles, “jingle bell Science”, magnetic bells, snow and dancing candy canes. On 12/19 they’re having a PJ day. The letters this month are S, R and J.





Sr. Pre-K will be learning about Christmas, families and rhyming as they explore the letters J & K, static electricity, Feliz Navidad and tons of crafts. They are acting out the nativity, too!





Pre-K classes will be attending a Pittsburgh Zoo program on the 5th called “Furry Friends.” This program is made available by participation in Shop n Save’s SEED program. Go online to register and help us earn free programs.














Special Dates





Classroom Highlights




















Children:	


		12/8	Evelyn M.	4 years


		12/12   Charlie G.	1 year


		12/15   Piper M.	2 years


		 


Teachers:	12/5	Susan		Tiny Tots


		12/7	Bernice		Music


		12/25   Jesus                Heaven


		





		


	


	


							


		


		





		


		


					

















		














		


		





	


			


	





MLUMC Corner


Reverend Tom Strandburg, Pastor








Do not miss the real joy of Christmas!





Christmas Eve Candlelit Worship


5:00* children and families


8:00* & 10:00 PM Traditional with choir 


And special music








*Nursery provided











Important Reminders





1.  Everything must be labeled! 


2.  We must send children home with fever, diarrhea, unexplained rashes or vomiting.


3.  Tuition checks must be made out to MLUMC and are due by the 1st of the month. Automatic withdrawals are available from checking, savings or credit card accounts. See the director for an authorization form.


4.  We close at 6:00 PM and will charge you late fees after that. 


5.  DO NOT open the door for strangers. Even friendly strangers have the potential to be dangerous. Call upstairs and let us check it out!


  

















