
Current Official Positions of the UMC on Human Sexuality 
(All quotations from the 2016 Book of Discipline) 

 
1. All people are of sacred worth. (¶161G) 

 
G) Human Sexuality—We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We call 
everyone to responsible stewardship of this sacred gift. Although all persons are sexual beings 
whether or not they are married, sexual relations are affirmed only with the covenant of 
monogamous, heterosexual marriage. We deplore all forms of the commercialization, abuse, 
and exploitation of sex. We call for strict global enforcement of laws prohibiting the sexual 
exploitation of children and for adequate protection, guidance, and counseling for abused 
children. All persons, regardless of age, gender, marital status, or sexual orientation, are 
entitled to have their human and civil rights ensured and to be protected against violence. The 
Church should support the family in providing age-appropriate education regarding sexuality to 
children, youth, and adults. We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created 
in the image of God. All persons need the ministry of the Church in their struggles for human 
fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling 
relationships with God, with others, and with self. The United Methodist Church does not 
condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian 
teaching. We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. We will seek to live together in Christian 
community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ has loved and accepted us. 
We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members and 
friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons. 
 

2. All people deserve equal rights. (¶162J) 
 
J) Equal Rights Regardless of Sexual Orientation—Certain basic human rights and civil liberties 
are due all persons. We are committed to supporting those rights and liberties for all persons, 
regardless of sexual orientation. We see a clear issue of simple justice in protecting the rightful 
claims where people have shared material resources, pensions, guardian relationships, mutual 
powers of attorney, and other such lawful claims typically attendant to contractual 
relationships that involve shared contributions, responsibilities, and liabilities, and equal 
protection before the law. Moreover, we support efforts to stop violence and other forms of 
coercion against all persons, regardless of sexual orientation. 
 

3. The practice of homosexuality is not compatible with Christian teaching. (¶161F, 
161G, 304.3) 

 
F) Women and Men—We affirm with Scripture the common humanity of male and female, both 
having equal worth in the eyes of God. We reject the erroneous notion that one gender is 
superior to another, that one gender must strive against another, and that members of one 
gender may receive love, power, and esteem only at the expense of another. We especially 
reject the idea that God made individuals as incomplete fragments, made whole only in union 



with another. We call upon women and men alike to share power and control, to learn to give 
freely and to receive freely, to be complete and to respect the wholeness of others. We seek 
for every individual opportunities and freedom to love and be loved, to seek and receive 
justice, and to practice ethical self-determination. We understand our gender diversity to be a 
gift from God, intended to add to the rich variety of human experience and perspective; and we 
guard against attitudes and traditions that would use this good gift to leave members of one 
sex more vulnerable in relationships than members of another. 
 
G) Human Sexuality—All persons need the ministry of the Church in their struggles for human 
fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling 
relationships with God, with others, and with self. The United Methodist Church does not 
condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with 
Christian teaching. We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. We will seek to live together in 
Christian community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ has loved and 
accepted us. We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay 
members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons. 
 

4. United Methodist pastors cannot officiate same-sex weddings and local churches 
cannot host such ceremonies (¶341.6) 

 
6. Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our ministers and 
shall not be conducted in our churches. 
 

5. The UMC will not ordain self-avowed, practicing homosexuals (¶304.3) 
 
3. While persons set apart by the Church for ordained ministry are subject to all the frailties of 
the human condition and the pressures of society, they are required to maintain the highest 
standards of holy living in the world. The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with 
Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as 
candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church. 
 

6. Church agencies will not fund “homosexual causes” (pro- or anti-) (¶613.19, 806.9) 
 
19. To ensure that no annual conference board, agency, committee, commission, or council 
shall give United Methodist funds to any gay caucus or group, or otherwise use such funds to 
promote the acceptance of homosexuality or violate the expressed commitment of The UMC 
“not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends” (¶ 161G). The council shall 
have the right to stop such expenditures. This restriction shall not limit the Church’s ministry in 
response to the HIV epidemic, nor shall it preclude funding for dialogs or educational events 
where the Church’s official position is fairly and equally represented. 


