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This week our Easter story comes from Matthew 28:1-10.  Read the story from any Bible you have at home or online.  HE IS RISEN!

· Read the Easter story in all four Gospels and compare the details in each.  Discuss why they would be different if they are all telling the same story.
· After reading the story from Matthew, give one piece of paper to each child.  Have them fold it in half like a card (turn the paper so the fold is at the top and the opening is on the bottom).  Draw the scene of Jesus’ tomb with the stone still in place (discuss how big and heavy this would have been) on the front of your paper.  Draw the scene after the stone has been moved on the inside of the paper – include the angel and the women. How is each picture different?
· Collect some plastic Easter eggs and place them in a box or other container.  Add grass or other decorations if desired.  Put a piece of paper with letters that spell EASTER in the eggs (one letter in each egg).  Create a set for each child.  Have them take turns selecting an egg and discovering the letter inside.  Continue playing until everyone has spelled out the word.  You can also try longer words and phrases, such as HALLELUJAH or HE IS RISEN. Challenge older kids by not letting them know what they are spelling and having them unscramble the letters to decode the secret word. Scrabble tiles will also work well if you have these at home. 
· Egg Roll Game: Have each child select one plastic egg (it is helpful if everyone gets a different color). Mark a start and end point with painter’s tape indoors or chalk outdoors. At the signal everyone races to get their egg across the finish line first without touching it – you must get down and blow your egg in the direction you want it to go. 
· Make salt dough Easter ornaments.  Make salt dough by mixing one part salt with two parts flour.  Add one part water a little at a time while mixing until your dough is the desired consistency.  Knead the dough until it comes together in a ball (adding a bit more water or flour if needed).  Use the dough to make different shapes by hand or using cookie cutters.  You might want to create a hole for hanging the ornaments with a straw or other small instrument. These can be air dried for 24-48 hours or baked in a low oven until dry and hard.  Once cool, use any kind of paint or markers to decorate them. Use string or ribbon to hang on an indoor or outdoor Easter tree. 
· You can also make homemade “play dough” that will remain soft and malleable, and can be colored with food coloring.  See attached recipe.
· Create a watercolor cross painting.  Take a plain piece of paper and use painter’s tape to create a cross shape.  Use watercolor paints to decorate the rest of the paper. Allow the paint to dry, and then carefully remove the paint to reveal the cross. 
· Learn to make an origami butterfly!  Watch this video and follow along to learn the basic technique: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWjEYlMZnhE
Once you know how to make them, try making several to decorate the dinner table, your bedroom walls, or the front window of the house for people taking a walk to see. 
· Why do you think butterflies are often a symbol for Easter and Jesus’ resurrection?  What other things remind you of the resurrection? 
· Make Resurrection Rolls!  Here is an awesome blog post with the recipe and a step by step lesson to teach as you make them: https://www.yummyhealthyeasy.com/easter-resurrection-rolls/

Send Miss Kim pictures of you doing these activities!  I miss you!

