Sunday School from Home
March 7, 2021
The story this week comes from John, in which Jesus washes the disciples’ feet. 
· Read the story: John 13:1-17
· You can watch a video of the story HERE
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain to children that feet washing was important in Bible times because people wore sandals or were barefoot. Also, the job of washing a guest’s feet would have been given to the lowest ranking servant in the household, not the host. Because of this, the disciples were confused at Jesus’ actions.
· Use a small basin, the bathtub, or even baby wipes to take turns washing one another’s feet. Talk about why Jesus took this strange action, and what we are meant to learn from it. (example: serving others)
· If your children are interested, you may want to extend the water play by allowing them to wash dolls or other toys. 
· Print a copy of the journal page for each child and ask them to write or a draw a time they served others. Let each person share their thoughts. 
· Make soap: Have your child “make” soap by following the directions on the attached printable and pouring into a foaming soap pump. Alternatively, make bars of soap at home using melt and pour soap base. Add essential oils for scent if desired and pour into molds. (You can find simple materials at craft stores or AMAZON). These bars of soap makes nice gifts, so you might want to give them to neighbors and friends.
· Explore with paint and footprints. Show children how to apply washable paint to the bottom of their feet and then press onto paper to make a footprint. These can make lovely framed keepsakes – be sure to add the child’s name and the date. 
· Print out the attachment titled Remember the Story and cut apart the squares. Mix up the squares and let family members take turns drawing a square from a bowl and filling in the blank. If desired, put the squares back in order. (answers for the blanks, in order, are: Passover, meal, God, towel, feet, Simon Peter, feet, example). 
· Jesus used a towel to dry the disciples’ feet. Try decorating a hand towel to help remember the story. Use a thin linen-type towel and fabric paint. You can add footprints, stencil a Bible verse, or anything else that reminds you of the story. Once the paint is dry, iron it to set the paint (place a piece of cotton cloth between the towel and the iron. 
· This story is remembered in the traditional washing of feet on Maundy Thursday (the Thursday before Easter). You can read about the Pope doing so HERE, and about Bishop Zubik washing inmate’s feet and the Allegheny County Jail HERE.
· Use as many of the attachments as are helpful to you!
