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Observe A Holy Lent

7 - 7:30 am   Service of Morning Prayer in the 
    Sanctuary 
   

        7 pm   Service of Evening Prayer in the  
    Sanctuary 
       

 Ash Wednesday Services,  March 
2  

7:30 - 8 am   Individual Communion & Imposition 
    of Ashes in the Sanctuary
    

 with Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes. 

 with Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes. 

 with organ accompaniment. Come as you are able. 

Lenten Prayer Services
From earliest times, Christians have gathered at regular hours 
during each day and night to respond to God’s word with praise 
on behalf of all creation and with intercession for the salvation of 
the world. By the fourth century A.D., if not earlier, morning and 
evening had emerged as the pre-eminent hours for the offering of 
this sacrifice of praise. During the upcoming Season of Lent, we 
intend to reclaim this ancient practice by offering weekly 
opportunities for God's people to gather for prayer and praise.

This series of services will begin on Ash Wednesday, March 2, 
when the Liturgy of Morning Prayer will be offered in our 
Sanctuary at 7 am and the Liturgy of Evening Prayer at 7 pm. The 
Liturgy of Evening Prayer will then be offered on the following 
Thursday nights from 6:45 - 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary - March 10, 
17, 24, 31, and April 7. Again, you are welcome to attend either  
in-person or remotely. 

  

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the 
earth. Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our 
mortality and penitence, so that we may remember that only 
by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.   Discipleship Ministries UMC
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Pastor Tom's Page The Passion of the Christ
Surely, he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,

stricken by him and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.   (Isaiah 53:4-6)

This description of the “suffering servant” in Isaiah 53 has been traditionally affirmed by Christians as a perfect 
description of the passion of the Christ. As such, it is the perfect summary of the events we remember and commemorate 
during the upcoming Season of Lent. In the year 1633, as the people of Oberammergau, Germany were hoping to emerge 
from the grip of the Great Plague, they promised to reenact the Passion of Jesus every decade, out of gratitude for God’s 
provision during the pandemic. They did so faithfully every ten years until another pandemic, COVID-19, interfered with 
their plans in 2020. You might have heard that Oberammergau’s rescheduled Passion Play is set to return to its famous 
and historic stage on May 14th and continuing through October 2nd. Elsewhere in this newsletter you will read about 
how you might join our Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi on a pilgrimage to witness the 42nd Oberammergau Passion Play 
for yourself. For the purposes of this article, I would invite each one of us to commemorate the Passion of the Christ 
during the Season of Lent as part of our own spiritual growth and development.

Like the people of Oberammergau, we also can celebrate God’s faithful presence with us through a global pandemic. In 
gratitude to God, let us dedicate ourselves to witnessing the Passion of the Christ in Sunday Worship, on Tuesday 
evenings as we study the Oberammergau Passion Play and “travel” there by video, and through all the other events of 
Lent and Holy Week, as they are described in this newsletter. Join us, as we consider the reality of Christ’s humanity on 
Ash Wednesday. Join us, as we consider the depth of his love for his disciples on Maundy Thursday, and the immensity 
of his sacrifice on Good Friday. Join us as we periodically gather for morning and evening prayer throughout the season. 
Like so many things in this life, we will only “get out” of this season what we “put into” it. Let’s make an investment of 
our time and attendance as we walk in the steps of Our Lord all the way to the Cross at Calvary. Only then will we be 
able to sing on Easter morn, “Christ the Lord is risen today, Halleluia!” 

I'll see you in Church!
Pastor Tom Strandburg	 	 	 	 	
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Maundy Thursday, April 14
7:30 pm  Tenebrae Service in Sanctuary

Good Friday, April 15
7:30 pm  Good Friday Service in Sanctuary

Holy Saturday, April 16

The traditional Easter Vigil is by far the oldest of all 
services of worship in the Christian tradition, having 
been held since the earliest days of our faith. Since the 
beginning, the service has always begun outdoors, with the 
lighting of a fire from whose flames the Paschal or Christ 
Candle is lit.  
Traditionally, the vigil would last through the night. 
We won't go that far! Our abbreviated vigil will be 45 
minutes or less in length, rain or shine.

7:30 pm  Easter Vigil Service in 
      Wesley Patio & Wesley Hall 

7 am      Outdoor Sunrise Service on Wesley 
       Patio,  Rain location - Wesley Hall
    

Easter Sunday, April 17

8:30 am  Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary

9:30 am  The Gathering in Asbury Center

10:45 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary

Rejoice!
Christ is Risen!

Lenten and Easter Livestream Worship

Pictures from 2021 Lenten and Easter livestream worship: (left) Tenebrae, The Gathering and 10:45 Traditional Easter Services

As we begin this holy Lenten and Easter season, let's not forget that when we are unable to worship in-person, for many 
of our services, an alternative exists. MLUMC is livestreaming. From our website, Facebook or YouTube you can watch 
The Gathering at 8:30 AM and the 10:45 Traditional Service every Sunday. The Lenten Prayer services, starting with Ash 
Wednesday will be livestreamed, as will some Holy Week observances. Check our website, email announcements, 
bulletins and Facebook pages for current information concerning our livestream schedule.

Worship
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Special Lenten Terrific Tuesday Series 
Beginning on March 1st

We will hold a special series of Terrific Tuesday 
gatherings during the Lenten season, beginning on 
Shrove Tuesday, March 1st, and concluding on March 
29th. As usual, activities will be provided for the entire 
family, beginning with dinner at 6 pm in Asbury Center, 
followed by age-appropriate activities at 6:45 pm. We 
will finish each evening at 7:30 pm.

Join us on the eve of Lent for an evening of fun and 
frivolity for all ages. A sausage and pancake supper will 
begin the night, followed by fun and games around the 
tables.

March 1: Shrove Tuesday Celebration

Recognize your own place in the story and Passion of 
Jesus. With few exceptions, the Oberammergau Passion 
Play has been presented by the inhabitants of the village 
of Oberammergau, Bavaria, Germany every 10 years 
since 1634. The play is a staging of Jesus' Passion story, 
covering the final period of his life from his visit to 
Jerusalem to the journey to the cross.

March 8, 15, & 22: Lenten Study, The Passion Play

In his book and study, The 
Passion Play: Living the Story 
of Christ’s Last Days, author 
and pastor Rob Fuquay 
follows the biblical story of 
the Passion and how it has 
been experienced through 
the centuries against the 
backdrop of this amazing 
play. As you may have 
heard, the 2020 version of 
the Passion Play has been 
rescheduled to this year in 
Oberammergau. 
Perfect for Lent, this study 
takes you on a journey to 
the origins of the Passion 

Play and helps you understand how the play has been used 
through the centuries. Each week, we will “travel” by 
video featuring author Rob Fuquay filmed on location in 
Oberammergau, Germany.
. 

This date will be the 234th anniversary of the death of 
Charles Wesley in the year 1788. Our Pastor and 
Director of Music will lead us through this special 
celebration of his incredible life and work.

March 29: A Musical Celebration of
Life & Work of Charles Wesley

Join Bishop 
Moore-Koikoi 
for an Alpine 

Odyssey 
Includes Oberammergau Passion Play 
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi is leading an Educational 
Opportunities Alpine Odyssey Tour for 9 days in Austria 
and Germany, including a visit to the Oberammergau 
Passion Play. The tour is from September 19-27, 2022. 

In addition to the Passion Play, the tour group will 
explore Salzburg, the city of Mozart’s birth; see where 
the Sound of Music was filmed, and visit historic 
churches and castles. Bishop Moore-Koikoi will provide 
context and uplifting teachings along the way.  There 
are optional extension tours to Switzerland and Italy.

The Bishop has toured with Educational Opportunities 
many times before and said she has always found their 
tours to be well worth the financial investment. For more 
information on the trip, go to "Join Bishop for Alpine 
Odyssey" on the website of the Western PA UMC 
Conference:  www.wpaumc.org.

Since 1634, the most famous Passion Play in the world 
has been taking place in Oberammergau.  All of the 
members of the 2000 person cast must have either been 
born in or lived in this village at the edge of the 
Bavarian Alps for at least 20 years.

An estimated 450,000 visitors from around the world will 
journey to the village of Oberammergau during this year's 
Passion Play season. 
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Youth Ministries 
by Stephanie Lowe, Director IS BACK!

by Kim Rhoton, Christian Ed Director

Sat. April 9, 2020  
10 am-Noon

MLUMC’s annual Easter 
EGGstravaganza will take 
place on Saturday, April 9 
from 10 a.m. to noon.  
This family friendly event 
is perfect for all ages, 
especially children 
preschool through 
elementary school age, and 
is open to everyone in the 
community at no charge.  
Please invite friends and 
neighbors to come!  

Children and their parents will move at their own pace 
between several stations including egg decorating, crafts, 
and games. Weather permitting, some stations will be 
located outside. No food will be served at this year’s event.

Volunteer and help make  
EGGstravaganza a 
success!  We need adult 
and teen help with 
stations, set up helpers 
on Friday and Saturday, 
and a clean-up crew.  
Contact Kim Rhoton 
(krhoton@mlumc.org) to 
help.

Can’t be there the day of 
the event? Consider donating hard-boiled eggs for the egg 
decorating station. These may be dropped off in the church 
kitchen in the marked refrigerator on Friday, April 8. No 
other food or candy donations will be needed since we 
will not be serving lunch. 

The youth are beginning to 
ramp up for our annual 
summer mission trip. We 
will once again be returning 
to Project Crossroads 
located in Marion, VA, to 
assist with home repairs. 
Those wishing to attend 
(adult or youth) should sign 
up by March 31st. Look for 
the return of our chocolate-
covered pretzels as we 
continue to fundraise for the 
trip.

During the holidays, the youth painted a piano for use 
during outdoor community events.

Beginning in January, the 
youth met online. 
Highlights included an 
escape room that took us 
around the world, cupcake 
wars to feed our creativity 
and bellies, and continuing 
the study of world 
religions. 

Thanks to the Palmers for 
upcycling their piano. 

Our opportunity to fundraise 
is more limited at this time so 
if you wish to make a direct 
donation toward the trip, 
please contact Stephanie 
Lowe or the church office. 
We appreciate your continued 
support. 

Cupcake Wars!
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Church Financial Information
by Rob Spicher, Finance Committee Chair

One of the recommendations in early 2017 from our Church stewardship consultant, Scott McKenzie, was more 
transparency regarding financial matters. The Finance Committee implemented this recommendation in early 2018, and 
began to share quarterly financial information in The Window. Pursuant to this recommendation, summarized below are 
the Church’s 2020 actual, 2021 budgeted, and 2021 actual financial results.  

As you can see, 2021 revenues were not too far from the budgeted amount. Expenses were far less than budgeted, both 
due to continued limitations on program and facility use due to the pandemic and payment of only 50% of our 
Connectional Contribution (aka apportionment). Although not as significant as had been budgeted, the Church still 
ended 2021 with a significant bottom-line loss.

By the time that you read this article, the Church budget for 2022 will hopefully have been approved. A year-end 2021 
push to for additional financial pledges has resulted in more definitive revenue projections for 2022. However, the 
budget will likely again reflect a bottom-line loss, which over the long term is not sustainable. Rest assured that the 
Finance Committee, as well as Church Council, will be closely monitoring the Church’s financial position throughout 
2022.

Any questions regarding the actual and budget information shown below should be directed to Rob Spicher, Finance 
Committee Chair. He can be reached by calling the Church office at 412-531-7131.
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Total Flower Amount $_________ 

Given in (circle) "memory" or "honor" of (please print): __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________-

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donor Name (Please Print) ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________  

{  I will pick up flowers                        {  I will deliver to a shut-in                 {  Deliver to a shut-in

_____ Lilies (1 stem)  @ $12.50   =  ______  
_____ Tulips (5 plants) @ $8.50     =  ______  

Flower Selection (color cannot be guaranteed)

_____ Hyacinths (3 plants) @ $8.50     = ______

____ Pansy Basket         @ $14.50 = ______
____ Gerber Daisy          @ $10.50 = ______ 

_____ Mums         @ $10.50 = ______

2022 Easter Memorials     Order Deadline - March 20
Make check payable to MLUMC. Mark the memo line "Easter Flowers" or "Refugee Support"

Refugee Support Donation  $_______ 

Purchase flowers or make a donation for Refugee Support in honor 
or memory of friends or loved ones. The flowers will be on display 
in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 17, and may be picked up 
after the 10:45 service or any time after Easter. Brighten someone's 
day - deliver your flowers to a shut-in or ask the church to deliver.

2022 Easter Memorials 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20 IS THE FIRM ORDER DEADLINE.
ORDERS AFTER THE DEADLINE CANNOT BE GUARANTEED. 

Refugee Support - Donation Choice in the 2022 Easter Memorials
This year, when purchasing an Easter Memorial, you can choose to make a donation to Refugee Support in honor or 
memory of loved ones. The Refugee Support is for recently resettled neighbors in Pittsburgh and the South Hills. Our new 
neighbors may include up to 250 Afghans and other forcibly displaced people from around the world including Bhutan, 
Nepal &  the Congo.  

Your gift will be split equally between two experienced non-profits: Hello Neighbor and SHIM.  Both work with refugees to 
access basic needs including housing, food, education, healthcare & employment. with the goal of self-sufficiency.   Healthy 
baby, parenting, youth mentoring and social support groups are offered to build community. Be part of a warm welcome 
for these new arrivals to Pittsburgh!

TNC and former Chairman Drew Harvey were featured recently on the “Meet in the Middle” 
podcast, hosted by Rev. Paul Ritchey, Greensburg (Pa.) District Superintendent.  During the 
conversation, Rev. Ritchey discussed TNC and the Zimbabwe Partnership with Drew and Sandra 
Matoushaya, the Western PA Conference Missional Engagement Coordinator.  They talked about 
how TNC and the Zim Partnership developed, what’s been accomplished, and plans for the 
future. To listen to the podcast, click on this link:

https://meetinthemiddle.buzzsprout.com/1838961/9939814-maintaining-the-nyadire-and-zimbabwe-connections

The Nyadire Connection Featured on “Meet in the Middle” Podcast



8  Lent/Easter 2022

Good Friday Fish Fry 
Friday, April 15  4-7 pm
The Tradition Continues

For many years, those in our community who desired a full course 
dinner on Good Friday could count on the Mt. Lebanon United 
Methodist Church Fish Fry. The COVID 19 pandemic necessitated 
cancellation of the Good Friday Fish Fry in 2020, but thanks to some 
dedicated outreach leaders, a redesign of the process, and God’s help, 
the Fish Fry returned in 2021 to its rightful spot as one of our Good 
Friday traditions.

This year’s Good Friday Fish Fry will be on Friday, April 15, from 4 to 
7 pm.  As in 2021, the Fish Fry will be “drive up” takeout and delivery 
to Food Pantry clients and shut-ins. However, because Good Friday 
takes place in early spring, the outside weather and/or a dramatic 
decrease in COVID 19 concerns may allow some on-site dining. Watch 
for updates in the coming weeks as to whether on-site dining will be 
available.

Once again, the church will provide pre-packaged communion 
elements and a written message from Pastor Tom to those who wish to 
have them. Included with the message will be instructions as to how to 
take the elements. In 2021, the committee served approximately 200 
dinners with elements, some going to people who had not taken 
communion for some time, if ever. Offering communion will again be a 
great enhancement to the overall experience.

The menu is not yet finalized, but expect staples such as baked or fried 
cod, French fries, cole slaw, macaroni and cheese, and hush puppies, as 
well as a piece of fruit and a dessert. 

We plan to feed many people on Good Friday and hope you will be 
among them. Thank you in advance for your support of this special 
Lenten event.

2021 Community 
Thanksgiving & 
Christmas Meals 
Thank You for Your Help

Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church, First 
Presbyterian Church of Castle Shannon, 
and MLUMC were again able to provide 
Thanksgiving and Christmas meals to 
those in need in the South Hills during the 
latter days of 2021.  These long-standing 
outreach ministries provided the 
opportunity for all involved to share in 
faith, food, and fellowship.

Ministry volunteers served over 1,000 meals 
collectively on both holidays, despite the 
continuing health and safety challenges 
posed by COVID 19. Many MLUMC 
members shared their cooking expertise, 
volunteer time, financial resources, and 
heartfelt prayers to make sure that these 
meals happened.  Special thanks to Donna 
and Alan Chesleigh and Matt Baker, whose 
design of health and safety protocols and 
mastery of the kitchen once again ensured 
the success of both meals.

On behalf of the Community Events and 
Outreach Committee, sponsor of both meals, 
thank you for your continuing support of 
these very important community outreach 
ministries.  Rob Spicher, Community Events 
and Outreach Committee Chair

Financial Partners Needed
Many events hosted by the Community Events and Outreach Committee, such as large community meals, are self-
sustaining, with free will donations covering costs. However, this is not always the case. 

As the Committee plans its 2022 activities, there is an opportunity for congregation members to play a major role in 
ensuring their success.  By becoming a “financial partner” of the Committee, you will not only help to underwrite the 
cost of these activities but also be given the opportunity to assist with them. 

One of the activities that the Committee undertook in the Fall of 2021 was the providing of backpacks filled with school 
supplies to children of Food Pantry clients, St. Paul AME members, and Beulah Baptist members. The Committee also 
provided baby kits and related supplies to Hello Neighbor, an organization helping immigrants and refugees settle in 
the Greater Pittsburgh area. With no free will donations, these activities were funded through a combination of one-
time sources. Having “financial partners” in place will ensure that activities such as these can occur in 2022 without the 
need for one-time sources.

If you would like more information about the Committee or are interested in becoming a “financial partner,"  
please contact Rob Spicher, Committee Chair, at either 412-720-4589 or robert.spicher@pnc.com.  
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Food Pantry – Provided 60 families totaling 140 individuals 
with food items and household necessities every month
Food Lift – Maintained daily pick-up and distribution of 
perishable food items to Food Pantry clients and community 
shelters, churches, and social service organizations

Daily Bread – Provided lunch the 1st Thursday of every 
month to approximately 100 individuals in need on the N. Side

Hello Neighbor – Provided approximately 35 baby kits and 
related supplies to an organization assisting immigrant and 
refugee families in the Pittsburgh area

Lenten Fish Fry – Provided take-out and delivery of over 
350 meals at no cost on Good Friday to Church members, 
Food Pantry clients, and neighbors in the surrounding 
community
East End Cooperative Ministries – Provided dinner the 4th 
Sunday of every other month to approximately 50 residents 
of a transitional housing/social service building in E. Liberty

The Community Events and Outreach Committee had a very busy 2021, working in compliance with COVID 19 regulations. 
Here is a summary of the Committee's work in 2021:

Backpacks and Supplies – Provided 225 backpacks filled 
with school supplies to children of Food Pantry clients,  
St. Paul AME members and Beulah Baptist membrs.

Community Thanksgiving Meal – Helped to prepare, 
pack, and deliver approximately 350 meals to individuals 
and families in need throughout the South Hills, done in 
collaboration with Bethany Evangelical Lutheran, who 
provided a like number of meals via take-outs

Community Christmas Meal – Helped to prepare, pack, 
and deliver approximately 350 meals to individuals and 
families in need throughout the South Hills

Church Initiative to Address Racism, Discrimination, 
and Social Injustice – Participated in a weekly bible study 
with St. Paul AME,  worshiped one Sunday with St. Paul 
AME, & monthly food distributions with Beulah Baptist

2022 promises to be just as busy. For more information 
on the Committee, please contact Chair Rob Spicher,  
at robert.spicher@pnc.com or 412-720-4589. 

•

•

•

•

Community Events & Outreach Committee - 2021 Review
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The Food Lift – Reaching Out to Share
 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.   

John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who 
 has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”   LUKE 3:10-11  

365 days a year, MLUMC’s Food Lift volunteers collect food donations 
from area groceries and restaurants and deliver it to hungry people at 
food pantries, ministries and shelters. Those who receive are usually 
located in the south hills and the city of Pittsburgh’s north and south 
sides, downtown and Hazelwood. 

So how did approximately 15 boxes of Food Lift donations get to 
Monroeville?

On January 22nd, on a Saturday morning in zero-degree temperature, 
fire ripped through an apartment building in Penn Hills. 58 people lost 
everything in the fire. No one was hurt, but everyone needed temporary 
housing.  East end local families and communities, the Red Cross and 
W. PA Search and Rescue Development Center provided aid. 

That’s when a Food Lift client and partner at Beulah Baptist Church in 
Beltzhoover received a call. Denise Helton of Beulah heard from her 
friend and affiliate in Wilkinsburg, Pastor Dorothy Stubbs, who spoke of 
how fire victims were losing their temporary homes. She said that they 
were being placed in a Monroeville motel, and they needed help and care.

Denise called Food Lift leader Don Langston who got to work. 15 boxes 
of vegetables and other foods were soon delivered. With the donation 
and help from the motel, Denise and Pastor Stubbs provided hot meals 
and fresh vegetables to the displaced families. And the Food Lift 
reached out to share.

For information on donating, sharing and volunteering 
for The Food Lift, contact Don Langston, 412-894-5559.

January 22, 2022   Rodi Arms Apartments

(left) Food Lift Volunteer, Bob Breslow; Pastor 
Dorothy Stubbs; Matt Mitcheltree, W.PA 
Search and Rescue Development Center
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The Dormont 
United Methodist Church 

Memorial Organ

by John Esais and Music Director Mitchell Stecker 

Our congregation is one that takes to heart John Wesley’s instruction to “sing 
lustily and with a good courage,” and no instrument supports our rich 
musical heritage as Methodists quite as well as the organ. As a result, we 
have historically been in the habit of transporting the Allen digital organ 
from Sanner Chapel to Asbury Hall for summer worship and other special 
events, such as the 2021 Holy Saturday and Easter Sunrise services. However, 
transporting the organ between the floors posed a danger to the well-being of 
the organ — to say nothing of wearing down the goodwill of our long-
suffering facilities personnel! — and, of course, also left those attending the 
early service in the Chapel without an organ for the summer months. 

Thanks to the internet and generosity of a benefactor from within the 
congregation, we began a search for a small pipe organ for our church. In fall 
2021, we learned of a small church in Waynesburg, formerly home to St. 
George’s Anglican church, which closed early in the pandemic.

A nonprofit Christian based organization purchased the building, and part of its new use is to be a mission church of the 
Orthodox Church in America. In the Orthodox tradition, because they solely sing a capella, the organ was no longer 
needed, and was put up for sale. John Esaias and Mitchell Stecker made a trip to Waynesburg to inspect the instrument, 
and found it to be in excellent condition, and for sale at a very reasonable price. 

The organ was built in Germany in 1973 by Laukhuff, a builder forced to close last June as a result of the pandemic, after 
200 years. It is a four rank organ with a split single manual keyboard and pedalboard. Its clear, present voicing will suit 
us well in accompanying congregational singing, and furthermore its character and self-contained build will make it ideal 
to accompany Baroque music such as Handel’s Messiah or the works of J. S. Bach. 

The project has been rife with unexpected connections and the small, 
providential incidents that some call “God winks”. For instance, the 
director of the nonprofit organization, called "2 Samuel 9 Ministries," 
belonged to one of Pastor Tom’s circuit churches in Greene County 
many years ago. Pastor Tom presided over the baptism of the 
director’s child — the first baptism he ever performed. The 
gentleman who expertly built the organ platform is a friend of John’s, 
and also happens to be the father of 2 of Mitchell’s childhood 
friends; in fact, they hosted a going-away party for him at their 
home when his family moved to Florida in 2002.

In another case, we were quite worried on the day we transported 
the organ to Mt. Lebanon. Because of the wooden, leather, and felt 
organ components, it was critical that the organ stay completely 
dry. However, the move day was a stormy one in early December, 
inundating W. PA with a great deal of rain. 

Nearly miraculously, the rain completely stopped for the critical period 
of removing the organ from the church in Waynesburg, resumed as we 
made our way up I-79, and once again ceased completely as we all 
converged in Mt Lebanon.

 Journey to Sanner Chapel
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In addition to the generosity of the individual benefactor, the acquisition of this 
instrument was also made possible due to the members of the Dormont United Methodist 
Church, some who now belong to our church. When the Dormont Church closed, our 
church received a portion of the proceeds from the sale of their property. The three 
members of that church who joined MLUMC graciously agreed to use some of the funds 
toward moving the organ, refurbishing some of the pipes and tuning it. Accordingly, the 
instrument will be called The Dormont UMC Memorial Organ, and a plaque noting this 
will be affixed to it. 

In the months to come, as the pandemic conditions allow, several dedication exercises will be 
held, to include a multiple organ concert, a concert featuring selections from Messiah, and a 

Alan Chesleigh preparing 
the organ for the move

When everything is in place, Sanner Chapel will have a beautiful instrument that is 
conducive to a small congregation , but it has the capability of providing some unique 
and special music for the sanctuary. Meanwhile, the current Allen digital organ can be 
moved permanently to the first floor to enhance summer worship, as well as to provide 
organ music for other events on the first floor or on the patio. 

Weekday Ministries Child Care Center  by Mettelise Ziegler, Director

She has skillfully prepared hundreds of our area 
children for kindergarten over many years. She started 
immediately after college graduation, working for Vallie 
Krute. She remembers the difficulty of leading the 
Infant Room staff as a young woman in her twenties, 
while older women were passed over for the role. Beth 
worked with Bernice Merchant, who has become a good 
friend. She worked with Carol Flaherty for many years.  

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven. (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

The Right Time

Beth will bring fresh perspective to Weekday Ministries. She is quick to understand evolving situations. She can look ahead 
and make plans so that our program remains current, relevant and financially healthy. Beth has a deep Christian faith that 
she is eager to share.  

Carol Flaherty has also found that it is the right time for her to move on. She has been a warm, enthusiastic, creative 
assistant teacher at Weekday Ministries for 23 years. Carol’s last day will be March 4th. As she jokingly says, it is time to      
“March forth” into retirement. Carol will be spending more time with her large family. 
 
On May 27th, I, Mettelise, will be “retiring” although I am looking for a part time job so that I am not staring at my walls 
all day. I have served as childcare director since September – 2008. My main goal has been to provide early childhood 
education that is markedly different from most of the other childcare centers in our area. I am happy to say that there is a 
Christian aspect here that sets us apart. And now, while so many centers are struggling to keep their hours and their staff, 
we are flourishing. 

“Thank you” for helping to make my thirteen years prosperous. “Thank you” Beth Brack and Carol Flaherty who have 
worked so well together. It is bittersweet to say, “Good-bye.” However,  it is the right time

On May 15th, Beth Brack will celebrate her 26th work 
anniversary at Weekday Ministries. She will be moving 
into the director’s position full time after teaching in just 
about every classroom. It is the right time for Beth.

(left) Carol Flaherty, Beth Brack & Mettelise Ziegler

Beth has been working as our assistant director since this past September in addition to teaching the Sr. Pre-K class. 

grand Sunday service featuring the new organ and its official dedication for use in our church. Details about these events 
will be publicized as they become firm. We hope you will join us in celebrating this beautiful new addition to the fabric of 
our church’s musical tapestry.
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United Methodist Women  
UMW cookie sale was a big success – 

thanks to all of you!

Your generosity resulted in a profit of over $1,000, 
which will be given to the local and global organizations 
that help women, children, and youth, including places 
like Family Promise, the Ruth M. Smith Center in 
Sheffield, Pa., Red Bird Mission and the Henderson 
Settlement in Kentucky, and our district UMW. 

We encourage you to learn more about 
these organizations by visiting their 
websites where you’ll see 
all the good work they’re 
doing in these challenging 
times.
 
Stay tuned for more 
opportunities to help 
support the UMW’s 
mission of giving this 
spring and beyond!

Thank you to everyone who baked, 
boxed, and bought Christmas cookies 
at the annual UMW cookie sale! 

March 
Book 

Discussion 
Group

In an ongoing effort to discuss how Christians can 
work to fight racism and other social justice issues, 
our church will continue to host book discussion 
groups. Please join us Monday, March 14 at 7 p.m. 
over zoom to discuss Firekeeper’s Daughter by 
Angeline Boulley. Email Kim Rhoton to join 
krhoton@mlumc.org.

Monday, 
March 14

7 PM

The young adult thriller, Fire Keeper's Daughter, is 
the story of a biracial Ojibwe teen who goes 
undercover to save her community.


