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Offer Them Christ 
“Whenever anyone asks you to speak of your hope, be ready to defend it.” 

1 Peter 3:15 
 

 First Peter 3:15 enjoins the followers of Jesus: “Whenever anyone asks 

you to speak of your hope, be ready to defend it.” I find that you and I are 

living in a world today that is constantly demanding from us an accounting 

for the hope that is within us. After all, we live in a world where there is war 

and suffering, need and pain. Perhaps the most important thing that we can 

do as followers of Jesus in such a world is to proclaim the Gospel through 

word and deed. As we perform Christ-like acts of self-giving love for the 

meeting of human need, our very lifestyle gives others a reason to hope.  

 In 1784, John Wesley gathered three Anglican clergy and sent them to 

North America to share the gospel of Jesus Christ. That was two hundred 

and forty years ago this year. Empowering them with a passion for 

evangelism, rules for holy living, a list of theological affirmations, and a 

prayer book entitled The Sunday Service of the Methodists in North 

America, Wesley charged Thomas Coke, Richard Whatcoat, and Thomas 

Vasey to journey to the fledgling United States of America. Artist Kenneth 

Wyatt captured Wesley’s commission in 1984, in honor of the bicentennial of 

Methodism in America, in his painting entitled Offer Them Christ. You can 

view prints of Wyatt’s painting hanging in many United Methodist 

Churches, including our own. Most prominently, I would invite you to check 

out the print that is hanging in Wesley Hall. Several months later, in 

Baltimore, Maryland, Coke, Whatcoat, and Vasey ordained thirteen 

additional clergy and consecrated two bishops to form The Methodist 

Episcopal Church. The new denomination was the first to have the name 

Methodist and the first new Christian denomination in the newly forming 

United States of America. A flame that began in a rural English parish 

expanded to a Bible study at Oxford, jumped to a small meeting house in 

London, crossed the Atlantic Ocean, reached across the North American 

continent, and spread like wildfire across the world. Today over eighty 

million people in a variety of denominations across our planet are the 

spiritual heirs of John Wesley and the early Methodists. 

 I believe that the passion of the first people called Methodist is still 

alive in our congregation and in our denomination today. I believe that there 

is reason for hope, even in the midst of the dissensions, disagreements, and 

disaffiliations of the past year. We remain United Methodists today, because 

we still believe in the historic General Rules of this denomination, which 

instruct all of us to live out the Great Commandment of Jesus (Matthew 22:36

-40) to love God and neighbor as we follow three simple precepts – do no 

harm, do good, and practice the spiritual disciplines. Throughout this year of 

2024, let us offer our community and our world Christ by living as people of 

the Great Commandment in everything that we say and do. 

 
Yours in Service, 
 

Pastor Tom Strandburg   
 

Pastor Tom Strandburg 

Pastor Tom’s Page 
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Church Financial Information  

By Rob Spicher, Finance Committee Chair 

Since 2018, every edition of The Window has included financial information on our Church – this edition is 

no different. Summarized below are the Church’s 2022 actual, 2023 budgeted, and 2023 actual financial re-

sults.  

The 2023 budget projected a deficit of over $100,000, assuming payment in full of the Connectional Contribu-

tion (aka Apportionment). Thanks to some unanticipated financial gifts, many expense categories coming in 

well under budget, and sufficient cash on hand, the Church was able to not only end the year well ahead of 

budget but also pay the Contribution in full for the first time since 2016.   

2023 was a difficult year financially for the WPA UM Conference, due to disaffiliations by numerous church-

es. 2024 likely will pose similar financial challenges. Hopefully, financial support from our congregation via 

pledges, unpledged donations, and special gifts will enable both the financial needs of our Church and the 

amount apportioned to us by the Conference to be satisfied. 

The Finance Committee would like to extend its heartfelt thanks to all whose pledges, unpledged donations, 

and special gifts contributed to the 2023 financial results. Here’s hoping for the same support with similar re-

sults in 2024! 

Any questions regarding the actual and budget information shown below should be directed to Rob Spicher 

(Finance Committee Chair).  He can be reached by calling the Church office (412-531-7131) or by e-mailing 

him at robert.spicher@pnc.com. 

 

 

 2022 % Of 2023 % Of   2023 % Of 

Church Budget Actuals Expenses Budget Expenses     Actuals Expenses 

Revenue: $744,890* 98.2% $745,560 87.7%                    $769,428            96.1% 

       

Expenses:       

Personnel $412,921 54.4% $409,825 48.2% $397,223 49.6% 

Programs & Facilities 145,070 19.1% 196,542 23.1% 166,363 20.8% 

Utilities & Taxes 97,868 12.9% 103,800 12.2% 96,467 12.1% 

Insurance 54,923 7.2% 62,426 7.3% 62,771 7.8% 
Connectional Contribution 
to WPA UM Conference** 36,374 4.8% 66,238 7.8%              66,238 8.3% 

Loan Payments            11,251         1.6%         11,251             1.3%              11,251             1.4% 
  
Total Expenses $758,407     100.0%     $850,082 100% $800,313 100% 

       

Total Net Income (Loss) ($13,517)  ($104,522)  ($30,885)  
  
*   Includes estate gifts of approximately $27,750 
** $69,652 requested in 2022; $66,238 requested in 
2023     

       

Net losses are covered by cash on hand, special gifts, and reserves.   
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