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Sunday, March 17, 2024 – The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
with Celebration of Handmade Sanctuary Adornments & Reception of New Members 

 

At this stage of our Lenten journey, we encounter the fruit and the charge that comes with losing our life to find it in God—the call to service. 
 

*Indicates an invitation to stand in spirit or posture, as able. 
 

 

 

The Prelude (10:45)    Reflection on ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’ (DIX) Sandra Eithun (b.1963) 

  Offered by Promise Bells 
 

 

 

The Introit (10:45) Above the hills of time, the cross is gleaming Mr. John Esaias, soloist 

For text and music information, see Offertory section. 
 

 

 

*Opening Hymn “Great is thy faithfulness” (Centennary Edition) 

See insert on following page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Call to Worship 

  ℣ Lenten travelers, how long have you traveled this road with your gaze pointed down 

at the dust and gravel and asphalt as you walk or limp or roll down the path? 

 ℟ Sometimes it is easier to look at the road than at the people who share the journey with us. 

  ℣ Lift up your heads! Look, listen, reach out a hand. Who are your neighbors on this road? 

 ℟ We lift our heads and look to our Savior who journeys with us  

and helps us notice our neighbors all around us. 

  ℣ This is the Lenten journey—to learn to love God and love our neighbors just as Jesus showed us. 

 ℟ Our journey teaches us to lose our lives to God as we find and follow Christ in our service to others. 

  ℣ Come, let us worship God who caravans with us on this road to the cross. 

 ℟ Come, let us worship! Amen. 

 

*Opening Prayer 

Said by all, with one voice. 
 

 Lord, we know Easter is coming soon  

    and while we anxiously wait to celebrate your triumphant victory over sin and      

    death, there are still difficult days between now and then.  

And try as we might, we cannot comprehend love and mercy so great as this. 

There is nothing perfect about us,  

     yet you beckon us with hands that soon will be scarred  

     by betrayal, greed, selfishness, pettiness, pride, and apathy.  

You see us and our imperfections with compassionate and patient eyes  

     as we struggle to rid our lives of all the worldly things  

     that distort, distract, and entangle us.  

As the cross looms ahead, our eyes and our focus are on you and you alone 

     for our redemption and salvation.  

Amen. 
 

 

*Silent Prayer 
 

 

*Response “Must Jesus bear the cross alone” (vv.1,3) UMH 424 
 

 

Reception of New Members (10:45 am)               UMH 38 
 

 

 

 

 



A Message for Young Disciples (10:45 am)      
 

As the young disciples gather at the front of the church, all sing: 
 

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshipping throng. 

Water, God's word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong. 
 

The young disciples (3 yr. - 3rd grade) then depart the sanctuary for Kids Praise.  

Teachers will lead them back to the sanctuary prior to the conclusion of the service.  

 

The First Lesson A Reading from the book of the Prophet Jeremiah  

 JER. 31:31-34 

      The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that 

I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 

teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their 

iniquity and remember their sin no more. 

 
Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Hymn “Come, let us use the grace divine” UMH 606 

 

*The Second Lesson A Reading from the Gospel according to John  

JN. 12:20-33 

 
 

     Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 

They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we 

wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew, then Andrew and Philip went and 

told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and  

dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit. Those who love 

their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 

also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 



     “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save me from this  

hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 

name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 

again.”  

     The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An 

angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not 

for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be 

driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

Lector: This is the word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Pastoral Prayer & The Lord's Prayer 

Said by all, with one voice. 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

 for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen.  

           

The Sermon “Whoever Serves” Rev. Strandburg 

     

*The Affirmation of Faith UMH 882 

All are invited to stand, in spirit or in posture, and to face the altar as the affirmation of faith is recited. 

 

Pastor:  Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true church, apostolic and 

universal, whose holy faith let us now declare: 

All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

 



On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

Recognition and Blessing of Handmade Sanctuary Adornments & Craftspeople (10:45)   

  

*The Sign of Peace 
 

 Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 

The people are now invited to share signs of peace with their fellow members of Christ's body. 

Extended conversation would ideally and most appropriately be reserved until the end of the service. 
 

Announcements 

 

At the Offertory 

   

   Offertory Solo (8:30 am) 

 

  “Above the hills of time” trad. Irish, text Thom. Tiplady (1882-1967) 

Mr. John Esaias, soloist 

Above the hills of time the cross is gleaming, fair as the sun when night has turned to day; 

And from it love’s pure light is richly streaming, to cleanse the heart and banish sin away. 

To this dear cross the eyes of men are turning today as in the ages lost to sight; 

And so for Thee, O Christ, our hearts are yearning, as shipwrecked sailors yearn for morning light. 
 

The cross, O Christ, Thy wondrous love revealing, awakes our hearts as with the light of morn, 

And pardon o’er our sinful spirits stealing tells us that we, in Thee, have been reborn. 

Like echoes to sweet temple bells replying our hearts, O Lord, make answer to Thy love; 

And we will love Thee with a love undying, till we are gathered to Thy home above. 

 

 

 

 



   The Anthem (10:45 am)  St. Patrick's Lorica ST. PATRICK'S BREASTPLATE,  
Irish Melody, adapt. C.V. Stanford (1852-1924) and  

DEIRDRE, Irish Melody, adapt. R.V. Williams (1872-1958);  

Text attr. Patrick (372-466),  trans. C.F. Alexander;  

v.4 descant D. Maurand 

  

 I bind unto myself today the strong Name of the Trinity,  

by invocation of the same, the Three in One, and One in Three. 
 

I bind this day to me for ever, by power of faith, Christ's Incarnation; 

his baptism in the Jordan river; his death on cross for my salvation; 

his bursting from the spiced tomb; his riding up the heavenly way; 

his coming at the day of doom: I bind unto myself today. 
 

I bind unto myself today the virtues of the starlit heaven 

the glorious sun's life-giving ray, the whiteness of the moon at even, 

the flashing of the lightning free, the whirling wind's tempestuous shocks, 

the stable earth, the deep salt sea, around the old eternal rocks. 
 

I bind unto myself today the power of God to hold and lead, 

his eye to watch, his might to stay, his ear to hearken, to my need; 

the wisdom of my God to teach, his hand to guide, his shield to ward; 

the word of God to give me speech, his heavenly host to be my guard. 
 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me, 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 
 

I bind unto myself the Name, the strong Name of the Trinity, 

by invocation of the same, the Three in One, and One in Three. 

Of whom all nature hath creation, eternal Father, Spirit, Word: 

praise to the Lord of my salvation; salvation is of Christ the Lord. 

 

*The Doxology UMH 95 

*The Prayer of Dedication 
 

*The Sending Hymn "What wondrous love is this" UMH 292 

 

*The Dismissal 

 ℣.  Let us bless the Lord. 

 ℟.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*The Benediction 
 

*Choral Amen & Recessional (10:45)       
 

The people remain in place  until  the al tar party has retired.  
 



Please extend words of  congratulation and welcome  to those who have this day 

become members of  our congregation, and remember them in prayer as they join 

together with us in our shared walk of  discipleship:  
 

Glen Connell   Rich Dalzotto   Maria Olivo  
 
 

     Convalescing in care facilities Serving in the military 

        Priscilla Utzig, Providence Point  Jason Boyer Thomas Orda 

  SPC Natalie Brown David Poncel 

     Convalescing at home  PFC William Dilla III Sgt. Steven Reitz 

        Bishop George Bashore  Maj. Zachary Allen Finch LTC Scott B. Rushe 

        Jean Boyer  1Lt. Shaun Hay Pvt. Max Siegert 

        Don Langston  LCpl. Wyatt Hoover Pastor Rick Townes 

        Susan Lichtenfels  James Iantelli Maj. Azizi Wesmiller 

        Carol Van Sickle  1Lt. Jaskiewicz LTC Matthew Wesmiller 

        Dawn Lonsinger  Sgt. Keith Kimmell Sgt. Keith Scott Winkowski 

  Sgt. Brendan Lamport Sgt. Michael Zimmerman 

  Sgt. Matthew McConahan  

    

 

__________________________________ ____________________  

 

 

Leaders in Worship this Morning  

 

 

  
TREY and  KALEB KNABB ,  A N D  ABBY and  EMMA PUR TI LL ,  ACOLYTES  

J.J .  KN ABB ,  CROSS BEAR ER  

  ROB SPICHER (8:30 AM)  AND L INDA M INNOTTE (10:45AM) ,  LECTOR S    

 

PROMISE BELLS ,  MRS .  NANCY LUTZ ,  D I R ECTOR  

THE CH OIR OF THE MT .  LEBANON UNITED METHODIST CH URCH  

 

MS .  T IMOTHI W ILLI AM S ,  STAFF MEZZ O-SOPRANO   

MR .  K IRBY D ILW OR TH ,  STAF F TENOR   

MR .  A.  M ITCHELL V.  STECKER ,  M INISTER OF MUSIC &  ORGANIST   

THE REV 'D THOM AS Q.  STRANDBURG ,  SENIOR PASTOR   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers this morning given by  

 Joyce Magill  

in loving memory of  

Joe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For information about furnishing altar f lowers  for future services,  

 contact Lizzie Diller at 412-860-3614. The cost is  $45 per arrangement .   

 

 


