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M uch has already been written and 

published since the closing gavel was sounded at 

this month’s meeting of the General Conference 

of the United Methodist Church in Charlotte, 

North Carolina. I would refer you to our Western 

PA Conference website for a complete recap of 

General Conference events (www.wpaumc.org/

post_gc). We will also make some printed copies 

of the General Conference recap available on the 

literature table in the Narthex, outside of our 

sanctuary. I would encourage us all to inform 

ourselves of the actions, some of which were 

quite historic, of this most recently completed 

General Conference session. 

 News from this conference has sparked a 

variety of reactions throughout the 

denomination, particularly here in Western 

Pennsylvania. As a pastor and a leader in the 

United Methodist Church, I must confess to 

feeling much like I did forty years ago when my 

parent’s marriage was ending in divorce. The 

arguments, the hurt feelings, the 

misunderstandings, the “taking of sides,” and the 

need for separation of the divorcing parties are 

all too familiar to me. As a child, I loved both of 

my parents. It seemed to me that they had once 

been so very good together. Of course, by the 

summer of 1984 even I realized that that day had 

passed. Suddenly, my hope was transformed. 

The new desire of my young heart became this – 

that my parents’ lives would  

 

be better apart than they had been together.   

 That is now the desire of my heart for our 

beloved denomination, the United Methodist 

Church, and the alternative expressions of 

Methodism which have been or may yet be 

spawned through recent movements of 

disaffiliation.  I pray to God every day for what 

Dr. Paul Chilcote has recently called “the 

multiplication of love that transforms the 

world.” (Multiplying Love, p.6) As Jesus himself 

instructed his disciples. “This is my commandment, 

that you love one another as I have loved you.” (John 

15:12) Love is the source, the means, and the goal 

of our discipleship and inclusive love must be the 

foundation of a renewed Methodism in our own 

communities and around the world. Our 

founder, John Wesley, provides the template in 

his sermon, “On Pleasing All Men:” 

 

Let love not visit you as a transient guest, but be the 

constant ruling disposition of your soul. See that your 

heart is filled at all times and on all occasions with 

real, genuine benevolence; not to those only that love 

you, but to every soul. Let it pant in your heart; let it 

sparkle in your eyes, let it shine on all your actions. 

Whenever you open your lips, let it be with love; and 

let there be in your tongue the law of kindness. Your 

word will then distill as the rain, and as the dew upon 

the tender herb. Be not constrained or limited in your 

affection, but let it  

embrace every child of God. 

Multiplying Love: 

God’s Vision for the Church in the World 

So Be It! 
 

Pastor Tom Strandburg 

Pastor Tom’s Page 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
By Rob Spicher, Finance Committee Chair 

 Since 2018, every edition of The Window has included financial information on our Church – this edition is 
no different. Summarized below are the Church’s 2023 actual, 2024 budgeted, and 2024 first quarter financial results.  
 The 2024 budget projects a deficit of over $100,000, assuming payment in full of the Connectional 
Contribution (aka Apportionment). A projected deficit of this amount is consistent with deficits that have been 
projected in recent years. Fortunately, revenues from unbudgeted sources plus expense management have resulted 
in actual deficits being far less than those budgeted. Let’s hope we can say the same at the end of 2024!   
 The first quarter 2024 numbers have us off to a good start. The revenue number was bolstered by pledgors 
who have paid their 2024 pledge in full. Expenses (if annualized) are also in line with the budget, notwithstanding 
payment of one-time expenses such as worker’s compensation. And thank goodness that we had so little snow…lol. 
 The Finance Committee would like to extend its heartfelt thanks to all whose pledges, non-pledged gifts, and 
other financial contributions ensure that our staff is paid, our buildings are maintained, and our ministries continue 
to flourish. Please keep that financial support coming! 
 Any questions regarding the actual and budget information shown below should be directed to Rob Spicher 
(Finance Committee Chair).  He can be reached by calling the Church office (412-531-7131) or by e-mailing him at 
robert.spicher@pnc.com. 

 

 2023 % Of 2024 % Of   2024 1st % Of 

Church Budget Actuals Expenses Budget Expenses     Qrt.Actuals Expenses 

Revenue: $769,428* 96.1% $746,560 87.8% 
                   

$260,571 
                 
125.4% 

Expenses:       

Personnel $397,223 49.6% $411,305 48.3% $97,588 47.0% 

Programs & Facilities 166,363 20.8% 192,041 22.6% 47,799 23.0% 

Utilities & Taxes 96,467 12.1% 101,800 12.0% 34,580 16.6% 

Insurance 62,771 7.8% 65,929 7.8% 17,853 8.6% 
Connectional Contribution 
to WPA UM Conference* 66,238 8.3% 68,287 8.0%              7,200 3.5% 

Loan Payments            11,251         1.4%         11,251             1.3%              2,813             1.4% 
  
Total Expenses $800,313     100.0%     $850,613 100% $207,833 100% 

       

Total Net Income (Loss) ($30,885)  ($104,053)  $52,738  

* $68,238 requested in 2023 and paid in full     

Net losses are covered by cash on hand, special gifts, and reserves.   

   Many of the events (such as large community 
meals) hosted by the Missions and Outreach Committee 
are self-sustaining, with free will donations from 
attendees covering event costs. Relative to activities 
organized by the Committee, however, such is not 
always the case. Fortunately, some members of our 
congregation have become regular financial supporters 
of these activities, sparing the general church budget 
from taking a financial “hit” to cover them. 

 As the Missions and Outreach Committee ramps 
up its 2024 activities, there is an opportunity to provide 
similar financial support. By becoming a “financial 
partner” of this Committee, you will not only help to 
underwrite the cost of these activities but also be given 
the opportunity to assist with them.  

 One of the activities undertaken in the latter half 
of 2023 was the annual Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner, which for the first time was exclusively at 
MLUMC and featured eat-in, take-out, and delivery. 
Although one-time donations played an important part 
in covering the costs of the dinner, funds provided by 
“financial partners” helped guarantee the dinner’s 
success. Having “financial partners” in place will ensure 
that activities such as the Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner can continue to flourish. 

 If you are interested in becoming a “financial 
partner” of the Missions and Outreach Committee, please 
contact Rob Spicher (Committee Chair) at either  

412-720-4589 or robert.spicher@pnc.com.   

Thank you in advance for your financial support. 

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE – 
FINANCIAL PARTNERS NEEDED AND APPRECIATED! 

mailto:robert.spicher@pnc.com
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